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golf course there, Lakewood Ranch has three golf
courses, one of them private, and two of them
designed by Arnold Palmer. The new Main Street
at Lakewood Ranch has attracted top restaurants
and upscale retailers from Sarasota.
The newest real estate development is Central
Park, in the northern reaches of the Ranch. Neal
Communities is building homes there from about
$140,000.





 
  You will find the SarasotaManatee-Charlotte real estate market especially
welcoming this season, if ...
You have sold your house elsewhere, and it was
not a short sale or in foreclosure.
You have a lot of cash.
You have great credit.
If those things are true, you are in a prime position when looking for a home in your new state.
For you, it is not just a buyer’s market, it is
YOUR market. Prices have rolled back to the
past century, in some cases, and interest rates are
historically low.
“Sarasota is on a lot of people’s radar screens,”
said Realtor Michael Moulton of Michael Saunders & Company, a real estate brokerage based
in Sarasota. “If you are coming down here with
cash, it is certainly a great time to buy with the
amount of inventory, regardless of what price
category you are in. I just have to assume that
our prices are at a low, and I don’t see them going
lower.”
But if you don’t have a lot of money for a big
down payment, which lenders are requiring, or
have a foreclosure or short sale in your past, or a
less-than-stellar credit score, maybe you can find
a house with seller financing.
For most everyone, especially home sellers, the
Gulf Coast’s real estate market has been tough
for five years. Lenders are reluctant to lend, and
any house you look at requires an exhaustive title
search, because it may be burdened with hidden
liens and claims. Or it may have been foreclosed
upon fraudulently. So even if you are paying all
cash for a property, so you are not required to
buy title insurance to protect the lender, buy an
owner’s title policy to protect you.
This is especially true if you are looking for a
deal on a short sale.
“While I think it is getting better, it still is a
time-consuming process. Patience is the game,”
said Moulton.
Still, with low prices, low rates and plenty of
good homes for sale, says Keller Williams Realtor
Steve Du Toit, “We should have people lined up

GULF COAST WELCOME | 9

at our door to purchase real estate right now,
and we are just not seeing it because we are still
operating in a fear-based market.”
If you think home prices will continue to slide,
you probably will be renting. It is a bad feeling
to find out the house you are renting has gone,
or is going, into foreclosure, so check the county
clerk of court’s office to see if the landlord has
had a foreclosure action or a lis pendens recorded
against the property. That tells you the lender
is in the process of foreclosure. You can do this
online at the clerk of court’s website. Use a search
engine to find it.
Normally, we don’t start our annual real estate
roundup with such dismal information, but these
are not normal times. Still, you can work them
to your advantage if you have a good team – an
experienced local Realtor, an experienced local
appraiser and a board-certified real estate attorney. Don’t buy a home without them.
Before you start shopping, you need to know a
few things about land values. One is that values
are higher close to saltwater (so are homeowner’s
insurance and property taxes) and close to downtown Sarasota. Exception: They go up again in
the pricier sections of Lakewood Ranch and the
upscale golf-course communities of The Concession, The Oaks and The Founders Club. Prices
are 10 or so percent less in Manatee County than
Sarasota, and lower still in North Port, Englewood and Charlotte County.
Amish and Mennonite newcomers will find
that per-square-foot prices in the mostly Anabaptist community of Pinecraft, in central Sarasota,
are among the highest in the region. That’s because cars are not needed to get around the highdemand, highly walkable neighborhood. But go
a quarter-mile east on Bahia Vista Street and you
can get twice the home for half the money.
While its real estate is the most affordable in
the region and lots are abundant, North Port
also has the highest rate of foreclosures in the
region because it was something like the Grand
Banks for speculator/sharks during the boom. It
was overfished, and a lot of those carcasses have
washed up with For Sale signs stuck into them.

For information on advertising
in Gulf Coast Welcome, contact your
Herald-Tribune marketing consultant,
or call 361-4000.
Contact us at:
Gulf Coast Welcome,
1741 Main St.,
Sarasota, FL 34236
Phone: 361-4808 Fax: 361-4880

One caveat when considering houses or condos
built from 2002 to 2008: Have them inspected for
Chinese-made drywall, which has caused foul
odors, health problems and the corrosion of copper pipes and appliances.
Here’s a postcard-length look at the real estate
markets from the Manatee River to Charlotte
Harbor, with real estate price information from
October 2010:


A historic town near where explorer Hernando
De Soto is said to have landed in 1539, Bradenton has a quaint, small-town feel, yet is a 25- to
35-minute drive from the big-city amenities of
Tampa and St. Petersburg to the north. The threeblock-long Old Main Street has several quaint
restaurants. In March, the Pittsburgh Pirates
move into McKechnie Field, a delightful, vintage
ballpark, for spring-training baseball.
Some new condominium projects link
downtown to the mile-wide river. Riverview
Boulevard, running east and west along the
Manatee River, west of downtown, has large
homes on big lots with prices topping out at
close to $8,850,000. Although it has a delightful
riverfront, Bradenton’s disadvantage is that it’s a
seven-mile drive, sometimes taking 30 minutes,
from downtown to the beaches of Anna Maria.
Anna Maria/Holmes Beach/Bradenton Beach
These coastal communities on Anna Maria Island have a beach-town feel. Prices for Anna Maria homes on the market in October 2010 ranged
from about $298,000 to $579,000 for condos and
$300,000 to $3.5 million for houses. House prices
in Bradenton Beach started at $195,000. Boating
and water sports are the main attractions, and the
beaches are wide and long. Bradenton Beach is
not at all pretentious; witness these T-shirts in a
boutique on Historic Bridge Street: “Beauty is in
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the eye of the beerholder,” and “Bradenton Beach:
A quaint drinking village with a fishing problem.”


Facing Bradenton on the north side of the
Manatee River, Palmetto has a blessed location
between the river and nearby Tampa Bay to the
north. It doesn’t have a wealthy reputation, and it
is beach-less, but it is moving on up: A dolomitemining pit has been converted into an 80-acre
yacht basin, with 400 total slips, at the upscale
Riviera Dunes development. It mixes new, waterview, mid-rise condominiums (Laguna at Riviera
Dunes), two new high-rises (Bel Mare) and new
luxury single-family homes.
In downtown Palmetto, one can enjoy a stroll
along the Manatee Riverwalk, past the 1899 J.A.
Lamb House, a Queen Anne Victorian that was
restored in 1996. Palmetto has the feel of a small,
old Southern town that is on the rise. In October
2010, 319 homes were listed in Realtor.com, with
the market starting at $24,900 and topping out at
$2.95 million.


To the east on U.S. 301, the Ellenton and Parrish communities are booming with single-family
home construction around Prime Outlets, a
regional shopping destination. Homes here,
in such subdivisions as Lexington and Pulte’s
under-construction Harrison Ranch, are among
the most affordable, starting in the $130,000s.
Residents in the subdivisions going up around
this village tend to be year-round families. Parrish has plenty of homes with acreage, including
a 6,700-square-footer on 3.73 acres for a markettopping $2,495,000. But you also can find a 2/1
cottage on a quarter-acre lot for $40,000.



For those who want the golfing lifestyle, East
Manatee is appealing. At Lennar’s Heritage Harbour, new houses and condos in the golf-course
community range in price from the low $200,000s
to the low $500,000s. Waterlefe Golf & River Club,
close to the Manatee River, offers golf and “grand
estate” homes of 4,600 to 5,800 square feet. Prices
are in the $2 million to $3 million range.
The golf course at The Concession, a new
development, has been rated by the Florida State
Golf Association as the toughest in the state. Jack
Nicklaus designed the golf course with Tony Jacklin. Houses in The Concession are very expensive,
with an 11,000-square-footer topping the market
at $6 million. There are 236 home sites.

!"
Lakewood Ranch is an 8,000-acre masterplanned community with about 15,000 residents.
It attracts many seasonal residents with homes
that range from low-rise condominiums to
large new estates in The Lake Club priced in the
millions of dollars. Lakewood Ranch, which
just celebrated its 15th anniversary, is home to
a number of professional athletes because it’s
a short commute for players with Tampa Bay’s
three pro sports teams, and athletes in general
like Florida’s lack of a state income tax. But
perhaps the best-known celebrity resident is the
bombastic college basketball commentator Dick
Vitale. His 12,000-square-foot mansion on two
lots in the Country Club section has been the
scene of some notable fundraising parties.
With 1,200 businesses, Lakewood Ranch is
developing an identity beyond that of a bedroom
community. It has a hospital, several public and
private grade schools, several more colleges,
abundant shopping, a polo club and a number of
parks.
Not counting the Ritz-Carlton Members Club

12 | GULF COAST WELCOME

Sarasota is the magnet that brings countless newcomers to the area for its white-sand
beaches, water sports in Sarasota Bay or the Gulf
of Mexico, golf galore, and an arts scene that
includes the respected Sarasota Opera, the Asolo
Theater, the Sarasota Orchestra and the Sarasota
Ballet of Florida.
An ever-increasing variety of people from
around the world are “discovering” Sarasota, and
have been doing so since Chicago socialite Bertha
Palmer built a winter home here around 1910.
Circus magnates John and Charles Ringling led
the development boom of the 1920s, and “Mister
John” established the city as the winter quarters
for the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey
Circus in 1927. He died bankrupt in 1936, and
the circus left for Venice 24 years later, but Sarasota’s image as the Circus City faded only slowly.
Upon John Ringling’s death, the state of Florida
inherited his art museum (now the official state
art museum) and his fabulous Venetian palazzo
on Sarasota Bay, Cà d’Zan.
Sarasota has a vibrant downtown with new
condo towers dramatically altering the skyline.
The Saturday morning Farmer’s Market on
Lemon Avenue at Main Street is the place to be
seen. Crescent Beach (Siesta Public Beach) has
fine white sand that considered by one expert the
world’s best.
In the past decade, Sarasota was described by
Money magazine as the “best small city in America,” and by Fortune as the most romantic city for
well-off older singles. It’s difficult to find a new
downtown condominium priced below $300,000,
but some units, needing to be rehabbed, in older
buildings along Gulf Stream Avenue can be had
below that number. The extremes are represented
by the charming Frances Carlton Apartments,
where prices range from $200,000 to $300,000,
and the magnificent Beau Ciel, were units overlooking the Ritz-Carlton/Hyatt Regency yacht
basin are $750,000 to $5 million.
On the lower end of the scale, many properties
are listed to the south of $200,000, and there are
even foreclosure properties at less than $100,000
— unheard of during the recent boom. In
recent months, multiple offers were being made
for these lower-priced houses. But homes at
$400,000 or more are a tough sell in the current
distressed market.
South of downtown, the area known as “West
of the Trail” is much sought-after, with bayfront neighborhoods, such as Harbor Acres and
Cherokee Park, among the most prestigious.
Between the bayfront at St. Armands Key is Bird
Key, an island dredged-and-filled by Arvida
Realty Co. 50 years ago. It has some of the most
opulent waterfront mansions in town, priced to
$10 million. But off-the-water houses there start
at $500,000.
East of Sarasota, The Founders Club is a new
GULF COAST WELCOME | 13
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While we make every effort to be as
complete as possible in our listings,
space prevents us from including every
organization and business. If you were
not included this year, but would like to
be in next year’s edition, please e-mail
us at gayle.guynup@heraldtribune.
com. For more information throughout
the year on events and happenings
around town, visit our tourism site at
YourSarasota.com.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

HOME SPUN
NO TWO WAYS ABOUT IT, I am a Florida girl through and through.
Born in Miami, and raised in Bradenton, I moved back to the Gulf Coast
after subsequent three-year stints in Atlanta and New York City, shortly
after graduating from the University of South Florida in Tampa.
I don’t think there was ever any doubt about coming home. It was just a
question of when.
There are many things that brought me back to the Gulf Coast. Some were
personal, involving family and friends. Some of my reasoning, however, was
based on location, location, location.
To put it simply, I missed the sun-kissed Sun Coast. I had had enough of
cold, snowy winters and blisteringly hot summers, hotter than anything I
had experienced in Florida. Of course, in Florida, I didn’t have an inevitably
unpleasant 30-minute subway ride to and from work every day.
Don’t get me wrong. There are things I absolutely loved about Atlanta. I’m
a Southern girl, after all. And I fell deeply in love with New York City. While
there was plenty to complain about back in the 1980s, there was also so
much with which to fall in love.
Still, I have found nothing that touches my soul like the sound of the
waves on a deserted beach in the early morning or late evening. For me, it’s
like taking a deep breath that you can feel from the top of your head to the
tips of your toes.
While our beaches are, in my experience, incomparable, there are so
many other things to love about life on the Gulf Coast. From the many attractions, to the wonderful restaurants, to the fabulous sports (I am, after all
a converted Rays fan — so sorry Braves and Yankees), I love just everything
about life on the Gulf Coast.
I hope this guide helps put you in touch with the many things that there
are to love. Whether you are visiting or are new to our area, in the opinion
of this home-spun girl, you couldn’t have made a better choice.
Yours, looking forward to a new day in paradise,

— Gayle Guynup,
gayle.guynup@heraldtribune.com
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LIFE’S A

BEACH

The white sand is caressed by the gently breaking Gulf waves. The breeze
carries the salty scent of the sea, while vivid shades of orange and yellow mark
the end of another beautiful day. But words do not begin to give these beaches
justice; you’ll just have to grab your sunglasses and experience it all for yourself.

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND

COQUINA BEACH
:9<(  +       " 
Coquina Beach. Beautiful white sands hide a plethora of tiny coquina shells, which gave this beach its
name. Large Australian pines offer plenty of shade for picnickers, who will want to take advantage of
the plentiful picnic tables and barbecue pits. Across the beach, a boat launch is available on the bay
side of Gulf Drive. As you head north, you will pass through Bradenton Beach with its funky shops,
restaurants and plenty of beach access. It’s kitschy, fun and Florida through and through.

PALMER POINT
At the south end of Siesta and the north end of Casey Key, Palmer
Point is accessible only by foot from Turtle Beach or by boat, and
remains a relatively untouched beachfront oasis. Popular with
boaters.

PALMA SOLA CAUSEWAY
If you take Manatee Avenue out toward the beaches, you will come to Palma Sola Causeway, along
Palma Sola Bay. This beach is short on public amenities, but remains a popular boating and jet-skiing
spot. The close proximity to the busy causeway can be a nuisance, but it remains one of the few
beaches where pets are allowed.
MANATEE COUNTY PUBLIC BEACH
Keep going out Manatee Avenue and you will run right into Manatee Public Beach. With free parking,
bountiful concessions, restrooms and showers, volleyball courts, a playground for children and more,
this is one of the most family-friendly beaches around. Keep heading
  ! +       
street facing the Gulf. A great way to avoid some of the crowds
nearer the concession stands.
ANNA MARIA ISLAND
Anna Maria is a seven-mile-long barrier island bordering
the Gulf of Mexico and Tampa Bay. At various points,
the island offers stunning views of the Sunshine
Skyway and Egmont Key. One of the best places to
visit, aside from its beaches, is the venerable old
City Pier, a 678-foot local landmark that was built
in 1911. The pier remains a favorite spot among
 +         
available.

NOKOMIS BEACH
With coarser sand than its neighboring Siesta Key Beach, and with
22 acres to explore, Nokomis Beach is Sarasota’s oldest public
#J !  +          
boat ramp, picnic shelters and a boardwalk.
NORTH JETTY PARK
On the southern tip of Casey Key, adjacent to Nokomis Beach, is
^ &     +  #? ? 
 :  +  +   #$   
ramp, horseshoe and volleyball courts are a few of the amenities.
VENICE MUNICIPAL BEACH
A fossilized coral reef is located one-quarter mile offshore of this
popular beach, making it a perfect spot for scuba diving. Take a walk
along the shore and discover shark’s teeth, for which this beach
earned national acclaim. Situated near the shops and restaurants of
downtown Venice.

BROHARD DOG BEACH AND PAW PARK
The area’s only beach where dogs can roam free of
leashes. Of the 22-acre park, one acre is designated for the
dogs and includes doggie drinking fountains, showers and
+   #>9 = %  &
     !   +    
watching.

MIDWAY
LONGBOAT KEY
 +              !
live in this exclusive Gulf-front community, it pays to take a closer look. There are public access
    !!+ #$         
 #  ( ! +    !        
can see. Longboat Key stretches over 11 beautifully manicured miles. November through March, this
!          ] #
NORTH LIDO BEACH
) J  ! + ^? #$  9 !   
]    ! #    /   !       
  !   _`{} #:       #J!     ! + 
some of the area’s most spectacular homes.
LIDO BEACH
With its pavilion, concession stand, restrooms and ample parking, Lido Beach remains one of the Gulf
Coast’s most popular destinations. Just off the concession stand is a public, Olympic-sized swimming
pool open to the public. Fees are $4; $2 for children or those 55 and older. Tennis anyone? Lido has
courts just to the side of the pool.
SOUTH LIDO PARK
:   ! + &_}}/!!!  
trails, ample picnic tables, grills and a playground. This area is also big
with boaters who must stay away from designated swimming areas. One
word of caution: Tidal currents have been known to be a problem in this
area, and lifeguards are only present on weekends from Labor Day to
Memorial Day.
BIRD KEY PARK
Just as you are coming over the John Ringling Causeway, heading for
#$  9  ! + J &  
windsurfers. Not a great place for swimming, this park is renowned
as one of the few places where dogs can get their fun in the sun.
SIESTA KEY
Its crystal white sand, clear and calm waters, boardwalks and 800
free parking spaces all combine to make Siesta the area’s most
popular beach. If the lot is full, try one of the 13 beach accesses
located between the beach and Siesta Village. The main site offers
            +   
and more. The village offers its own forms of beachside entertainment,
including popular restaurants, bars and small shops.
TURTLE BEACH
Stretching over 14 acres, Turtle Beach Park, at the south end of Siesta Key,
is the perfect place for a romantic stroll. The narrow beach provides access
to Little Sarasota Bay and is home to some of the highest dunes in the area.
10 | GULF COAST WELCOME

CASPERSEN BEACH
South of Venice Airport, the southern two-thirds of this beachfront
have been left in a natural state. Excellent shelling, a boardwalk, a
  +       
and locals alike.
MANASOTA BEACH
Take a walk and discover sea shells along the shore of Manasota
Beach, at the west end of the Manasota Bridge. This beautiful
setting includes a boardwalk on the Intracoastal Waterway that
winds through mangroves, past boat ramps, docks, picnic areas and
concession facilities.
ENGLEWOOD BEACH
Ample parking, showers, restrooms and picnic tables make
Englewood Beach a delightful option for families. No lifeguards are
on duty, however. While there are no concession stands, you’ll want
to visit the numerous restaurants and shops just across the street.
GASPARILLA ISLAND
Gasparilla Island, located south of Englewood and across the Boca
:     +     
>    +  #@   
acclaimed as the “tarpon capital of the world.”
PORT CHARLOTTE BEACH COMPLEX
This popular beach offers family-packed fun with grills, basketball,
         +    
situated along the tranquil Peace River.
BOCA GRANDE
Boca Grande, home of the famed Gasparilla Inn, is also home to
lovely restaurants, boutiques, a lighthouse, exquisite beaches and
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A GREAT TIME TO

BUY,

FOR

SOME
TALK ABOUT A GULF COAST
WELCOME. You will find the Sarasota-

Manatee-Charlotte real estate market especially
welcoming this season, if ...
You have sold your house elsewhere, and it was
not a short sale or in foreclosure.
You have a lot of cash.
You have great credit.
If those things are true, you are in a prime position when looking for a home in your new state.
For you, it is not just a buyer’s market, it is
YOUR market. Prices have rolled back to the
past century, in some cases, and interest rates are
historically low.
“Sarasota is on a lot of people’s radar screens,”
said Realtor Michael Moulton of Michael Saunders & Company, a real estate brokerage based in
Sarasota. “If you are coming down here with cash,
it is certainly a great time to buy with the amount
of inventory, regardless of what price category
you are in. I just have to assume that our prices
are at a low, and I don’t see them going lower.”
But if you don’t have a lot of money for a big
down payment, which lenders are requiring, or
have a foreclosure or short sale in your past, or a
less-than-stellar credit score, maybe you can find
a house with seller financing.
For most everyone, especially home sellers, the
Gulf Coast’s real estate market has been tough
for five years. Lenders are reluctant to lend, and
any house you look at requires an exhaustive title
search, because it may be burdened with hidden
liens and claims. Or it may have been foreclosed
upon fraudulently. So even if you are paying all
cash for a property, so you are not required to
buy title insurance to protect the lender, buy an
owner’s title policy to protect you.
This is especially true if you are looking for a
deal on a short sale.
“While I think it is getting better, it still is a
time-consuming process. Patience is the game,”
said Moulton.
Still, with low prices, low rates and plenty of
good homes for sale, says Keller Williams Realtor
Steve Du Toit, “We should have people lined up at
our door to purchase real estate right now, and we
12 | GULF COAST WELCOME

are just not seeing it because we are still operating
in a fear-based market.”
If you think home prices will continue to slide,
you probably will be renting. It is a bad feeling
to find out the house you are renting has gone,
or is going, into foreclosure, so check the county
clerk of court’s office to see if the landlord has
had a foreclosure action or a lis pendens recorded
against the property. That tells you the lender is in
the process of foreclosure. You can do this online
at the clerk of court’s website. Use a search engine
to find it.
Normally, we don’t start our annual real estate
roundup with such dismal information, but these
are not normal times. Still, you can work them
to your advantage if you have a good team – an
experienced local Realtor, an experienced local
appraiser and a board-certified real estate attorney. Don’t buy a home without them.
Before you start shopping, you need to know a
few things about land values. One is that values
are higher close to saltwater (so are homeowner’s
insurance and property taxes) and close to downtown Sarasota. Exception: They go up again in
the pricier sections of Lakewood Ranch and the
upscale golf-course communities of The Concession, The Oaks and The Founders Club. Prices
are 10 or so percent less in Manatee County than
Sarasota, and lower still in North Port, Englewood and Charlotte County.
Amish and Mennonite newcomers will find
that per-square-foot prices in the mostly Anabaptist community of Pinecraft, in central Sarasota,
are among the highest in the region. That’s because cars are not needed to get around the highdemand, highly walkable neighborhood. But go
a quarter-mile east on Bahia Vista Street and you
can get twice the home for half the money.
While its real estate is the most affordable in
the region and lots are abundant, North Port
also has the highest rate of foreclosures in the
region because it was something like the Grand
Banks for speculator/sharks during the boom. It
was overfished, and a lot of those carcasses have
washed up with For Sale signs stuck into them.
One caveat when considering houses or condos

built from 2002 to 2008: Have them inspected for
Chinese-made drywall, which has caused foul
odors, health problems and the corrosion of copper pipes and appliances.
Here’s a postcard-length look at the real estate
markets from the Manatee River to Charlotte
Harbor, with real estate price information from
October 2010:

Bradenton
A historic town near where explorer Hernando
De Soto is said to have landed in 1539, Bradenton has a quaint, small-town feel, yet is a 25- to
35-minute drive from the big-city amenities of
Tampa and St. Petersburg to the north. The threeblock-long Old Main Street has several quaint
restaurants. In March, the Pittsburgh Pirates
move into McKechnie Field, a delightful, vintage
ballpark, for spring-training baseball.
Some new condominium projects link
downtown to the mile-wide river. Riverview
Boulevard, running east and west along the
Manatee River, west of downtown, has large
homes on big lots with prices topping out at
close to $8,850,000. Although it has a delightful
riverfront, Bradenton’s disadvantage is that it’s a
seven-mile drive, sometimes taking 30 minutes,
from downtown to the beaches of Anna Maria.

Anna Maria/Holmes
Beach/Bradenton Beach
These coastal communities on Anna Maria Island have a beach-town feel. Prices for Anna Maria homes on the market in October 2010 ranged
from about $298,000 to $579,000 for condos and
$300,000 to $3.5 million for houses. House prices
in Bradenton Beach started at $195,000. Boating
and water sports are the main attractions, and the
beaches are wide and long. Bradenton Beach is
not at all pretentious; witness these T-shirts in a

golf course there, Lakewood Ranch has three golf
courses, one of them private, and two of them
designed by Arnold Palmer. The new Main Street
at Lakewood Ranch has attracted top restaurants
and upscale retailers from Sarasota.
The newest real estate development is Central
Park, in the northern reaches of the Ranch. Neal
Communities is building homes there from about
$140,000.

Sarasota

boutique on Historic Bridge Street: “Beauty is in
the eye of the beerholder,” and “Bradenton Beach:
A quaint drinking village with a fishing problem.”

Palmetto
Facing Bradenton on the north side of the
Manatee River, Palmetto has a blessed location
between the river and nearby Tampa Bay to the
north. It doesn’t have a wealthy reputation, and it
is beach-less, but it is moving on up: A dolomitemining pit has been converted into an 80-acre
yacht basin, with 400 total slips, at the upscale
Riviera Dunes development. It mixes new, waterview, mid-rise condominiums (Laguna at Riviera
Dunes), two new high-rises (Bel Mare) and new
luxury single-family homes.
In downtown Palmetto, one can enjoy a stroll
along the Manatee Riverwalk, past the 1899 J.A.
Lamb House, a Queen Anne Victorian that was
restored in 1996. Palmetto has the feel of a small,
old Southern town that is on the rise. In October
2010, 319 homes were listed in Realtor.com, with
the market starting at $24,900 and topping out at
$2.95 million.

Ellenton and Parrish
To the east on U.S. 301, the Ellenton and
Parrish communities are booming with singlefamily home construction around Prime Outlets, a regional shopping destination. Homes
here, in such subdivisions as Lexington and
Pulte’s under-construction Harrison Ranch,
are among the most affordable, starting in the
$130,000s. Residents in the subdivisions going
up around this village tend to be year-round
families. Parrish has plenty of homes with acreage, including a 6,700-square-footer on 3.73
acres for a market-topping $2,495,000. But you
also can find a 2/1 cottage on a quarter-acre lot
for $40,000.

East Manatee
For those who want the golfing lifestyle, East
Manatee is appealing. At Lennar’s Heritage Harbour, new houses and condos in the golf-course
community range in price from the low $200,000s
to the low $500,000s. Waterlefe Golf & River Club,
close to the Manatee River, offers golf and “grand
estate” homes of 4,600 to 5,800 square feet. Prices
are in the $2 million to $3 million range.
The golf course at The Concession, a new
development, has been rated by the Florida State
Golf Association as the toughest in the state. Jack
Nicklaus designed the golf course with Tony Jacklin. Houses in The Concession are very expensive,
with an 11,000-square-footer topping the market
at $6 million. There are 236 home sites.

Lakewood Ranch
Lakewood Ranch is an 8,000-acre masterplanned community with about 15,000 residents.
It attracts many seasonal residents with homes
that range from low-rise condominiums to large
new estates in The Lake Club priced in the millions of dollars. Lakewood Ranch, which just
celebrated its 15th anniversary, is home to a number of professional athletes because it’s a short
commute for players with Tampa Bay’s three pro
sports teams, and athletes in general like Florida’s
lack of a state income tax. But perhaps the
best-known celebrity resident is the bombastic
college basketball commentator Dick Vitale. His
12,000-square-foot mansion on two lots in the
Country Club section has been the scene of some
notable fundraising parties.
With 1,200 businesses, Lakewood Ranch is
developing an identity beyond that of a bedroom
community. It has a hospital, several public and
private grade schools, several more colleges, abundant shopping, a polo club and a number of parks.
Not counting the Ritz-Carlton Members Club

Sarasota is the magnet that brings countless newcomers to the area for its white-sand
beaches, water sports in Sarasota Bay or the Gulf
of Mexico, golf galore, and an arts scene that
includes the respected Sarasota Opera, the Asolo
Theater, the Sarasota Orchestra and the Sarasota
Ballet of Florida.
An ever-increasing variety of people from
around the world are “discovering” Sarasota, and
have been doing so since Chicago socialite Bertha
Palmer built a winter home here around 1910.
Circus magnates John and Charles Ringling led
the development boom of the 1920s, and “Mister
John” established the city as the winter quarters
for the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey
Circus in 1927. He died bankrupt in 1936, and
the circus left for Venice 24 years later, but Sarasota’s image as the Circus City faded only slowly.
Upon John Ringling’s death, the state of Florida
inherited his art museum (now the official state
art museum) and his fabulous Venetian palazzo
on Sarasota Bay, Cà d’Zan.
Sarasota has a vibrant downtown with new
condo towers dramatically altering the skyline.
The Saturday morning Farmer’s Market on
Lemon Avenue at Main Street is a popular place
to be seen. Crescent Beach (Siesta Public Beach)
has fine white sand considered by one expert the
world’s best.
In the past decade, Sarasota was described by
Money magazine as the “best small city in America,” and by Fortune as the most romantic city for
well-off older singles. It’s difficult to find a new
downtown condominium priced below $300,000,
but some units, needing to be rehabbed in older
buildings along Gulf Stream Avenue, can be had
below that number. The extremes are represented
by the charming Frances Carlton Apartments,
where prices range from $200,000 to $300,000,
and the magnificent Beau Ciel, were units overlooking the Ritz-Carlton/Hyatt Regency yacht
basin are $750,000 to $5 million.
On the lower end of the scale, many properties
are listed to the south of $200,000, and there are
even foreclosure properties at less than $100,000
— unheard of during the recent boom. In
recent months, multiple offers were being made
for these lower-priced houses. But homes at
$400,000 or more are a tough sell in the current
distressed market.
South of downtown, the area known as “West
of the Trail” is much sought after, with bayfront
neighborhoods, such as Harbor Acres and
Cherokee Park, among the most prestigious.
Between the bayfront at St. Armands Key is Bird
Key, an island dredged-and-filled by Arvida
Realty Co. 50 years ago. It has some of the most
opulent waterfront mansions in town, priced to
$10 million. But off-the-water houses there start
at $500,000.
East of Sarasota, The Founders Club is a new
GULF COAST WELCOME | 13

upscale golf community of 262
homes, averaging $1.5 million to $2
million, with a range of $750,000
to $3.75 million. It has a top-rated
course by Robert Trent Jones Jr. Established golf-course communities
include Laurel Oak and The Oaks,
near Osprey, between Sarasota and
Venice.
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Longboat Key, Lido
Key, St. Armands
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These barrier islands are the
prime locations for Gulf-front
real estate, especially for secondhome owners. Longboat Key has a
combination of elite estate homes
and condominiums on both the
beach and the bay shore, with a few
properties around $300,000 but
many, many more in the millions of
dollars, topping out at $17.5 million.
You can even buy a mobile home
that’s priced at $159,000.
Longboat Key is fully developed,
which is to say the newest condos
were built where hotels or estate
homes were torn down. One of
them is Positano, where the Holiday
Inn once stood; at press time, one
unit is available at $3,950,000.
Longboat’s more expensive
southern half has a master-planned
community called Longboat Key
Club, which is split into Harborside (the bay side, where Bay Isles
has mostly single-family homes)
and Islandside (mostly Gulf-front
condos, although there is a row of
10,000-square-foot-plus mansions
between the beach and the golf
course, too). If you just want to
dine, try Euphemia Haye, Pattigeorge’s, the Chart House (Islandside) or Maison Blanche. If you just
want to go to the beach, drive slowly
along Gulf of Mexico Drive and
keep your eyes open for a 60-footwide public beach access.
Lido Key is the better key for
beach-going and shopping. Lido
Beach is close to downtown Sarasota and has plenty of free parking,
while the adjacent St. Armands Key
is famous for its “Circle” that’s home
to The Met Fashion House and Spa,
Tommy Bahama’s, The Columbia restaurant and many upscale
boutiques.
Once you tire of shopping, the
often-renourished Lido Beach offers
hard-packed sand for joggers, and
brilliant sunsets. Toward South
Lido Park, wealthy second-home
shoppers will find two new points
of interest: the Ritz-Carlton’s Beach
Residences and U.S. Assets Group’s
Orchid Beach Club, mostly priced
in the “ones” and “twos” (millions), but with a top of “seven”
($6,985,000 to be exact), making it
the priciest unit on the key. These
elite buildings stand alongside a
number of older condo towers.

Siesta Key
Settlement of this large barrier island started in earnest around 1910,
when boats were the major mode
of transportation on Florida’s Gulf
Coast. Known as Sarasota Key at the
time, the name became Siesta when
the island established a reputation
as a place to go to rest and relax.
Over the years, artists and writers,
including painter Syd Solomon
and novelist John D. MacDonald,
made the key into something of a
colony for the creative. While the
north end of the island is strictly
single-family, with prices in the
$600,000s for canal-front homes
and $260,000s off the water, and
well into the millions on the beach
and bay, condominiums — some
luxury, some not — line Crescent
Beach, where the sand has the color
and consistency of fine sugar.
Siesta Key has more houses than
any other barrier island near Sarasota. It also has a charming town
center called Siesta Village that has
a beach-town atmosphere with a
touch of sophistication.
A waterfront estate on Siesta Key’s
south end is listed at $9 million.

Casey Key
Connected to the mainland by
an ancient, one-lane, steel swing
bridge, Casey Key is an enclave for
the very wealthy. A single road,
barely wide enough for two cars to
pass safely, winds past grand estate
homes of 10,000 square feet or more
and a few remaining beach cottages.
The key is skinny as a snake, but
it is fairly high, so it has survived
the pounding from the passing
tropical storms. But beach erosion
is a problem in some locations.
The most coveted estates cross the
island from Gulf to bay, and prices
of $3 million, $5 million and more
are common; the record sale is $9
million. The current market ranges
from $1 million to $6.5 million.
Novelist Stephen King is the key’s
most famous resident.
Off the key in Osprey, The Oaks
on U.S. 41 offers elegant, upscale
living and a first-rate golf course
to go with a stately Georgian
clubhouse. It was South County’s
first high-end golf-course community, and remains one of the most
prestigious in the region. Prices in
the millions are common.

Venice
Downtown Venice is known as
“Island of Venice” because it is separated from the rest of the mainland
by a man-made canal that’s part
of the Intracoastal Waterway. It’s a
delightful place for strolling because
of urban planner John Nolen’s
pedestrian-friendly street layout

FLORIDA ARCHITECTURE
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PRETENTIOUS OR PROGRESSIVE?
Residential architecture in Florida is a blend of whimsy, elegance and
monotony. The dominant styles are “Old Florida,” ranch, Mediterranean revival and modernist.
A plain-jane ranch house with a shingle roof, few adornments and a
front door that’s hard to find is probably a 1950s ranch. They are standard issue on the mainland, and proliferate in affordable communities.
In the past 20 years, ranch houses have been dressed up with fancier
entryways. In higher-end communities, Mediterranean revival is the
style of choice for mini-mansions. Devised by Palm Beach architect
Addison Mizner in the 1920s, this is a mixing and matching of architectural influences from the Mediterranean region in an attempt to
make new housing developments look established. But some architects
today decry the Mizner style’s evolution to something they dismissively
call “Med Rev.”
Mid-century modernism is a major design influence in Sarasota.
Practiced by a group of young architects in the 1950s and ‘60s, the
“Sarasota School” of architecture was a regional adaptation of midcentury modernism that resulted in houses with flat roofs, big overhangs,
large expanses of glass with sliding-glass doors, open floor plans,
terrazzo floors and courtyards to create views even if the house isn’t on
the waterfront.
from the 1920s boom. The island
has quaint shops and eateries, and
lacks the pretension that can be felt
in other wealthy towns along the
Gulf Coast.
Venice Avenue is the main street,
and, as it gets closer to the Gulf
(Venice has no barrier island),
it becomes a divided boulevard
separated by a park for walkers and
joggers. The city has mandated that
downtown buildings be built in the
Mediterranean-revival style.
Once considered a place for
value-priced real estate, the island
has seen home prices rise significantly this decade before dropping
off in the past four years.

Manasota Key
This long, thin barrier island has
a split personality. The northern
half is almost exclusively dotted
with houses on large sites, some
with Gulf-to-bay views, priced from
$1 million to $4 million. The area
draws people who want seclusion
in a natural setting with abundant
wildlife.
“It’s about the only place left on

the west coast that resembles the
Old Florida and the way that it used
to be back in the ’40s and ’50s — the
trees and the way people have kept
things natural,” says longtime key
resident Nelda Thompson, who is
also a real estate broker. “There are
not so many mega-mansions, which
we love. It makes it very private and
makes it very special.” (The southern
half has condos and beach motels.)

Englewood
This is old-time coastal Florida,
with relatively low waterfront
prices to boot. You’ll find two
waterways — Lemon Bay and the
Myakka River — that are great for
fishing. Englewood’s charm factor
is provided by Dearborn Street,
which uses streetscaping to make
the most of its quaint storefronts;
you won’t find any mega-stores
here. Take Dearborn to the west and
you’ll reach a village-like cluster of
older ranch and vernacular homes.
Some of them are smack on the
shore of Lemon Bay with views of a
condo-less barrier island. Says Kim
Tritschler of RE/MAX Effort Realty,
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With its elderly population — 33
percent are 65 or older — and modest housing stock, Charlotte County
has always had a reputation as a
haven for retirees on fixed incomes.
But things are moving more upscale
as riverfront and canal-front areas
are redeveloped, usually one house
at a time. The pace of redevelopment has quickened since Hurricane
Charley in 2004, with the modest
older waterfront houses being replaced by more expensive new ones.
Unincorporated Port Charlotte,
north of Charlotte Harbor, is filling
in, but plenty of empty lots are still
available, left over from the 1960s
development boom. But with its
strip-mall lined U.S. 41, it lacks the
charm of Punta Gorda, the county
seat.
On the south side of the Peace
River, Punta Gorda has a delightful historic district along Marion
Avenue just west of downtown.
Residents enjoy the parks along the
river on either side of U.S. 41. The
Charlotte Harbor is renowned as a
magnet for sport fishermen.

In Florida, few towns are more
secluded and exclusive than Boca
Grande. At the mouth of Charlotte
Harbor, Boca Grande is on remote
Gasparilla Island. Wealthy people
go to Boca Grande to be themselves,
and the locals let them. No gawking,
no autograph-seeking. Just the elite
riding around in golf carts. But even
if you just want to visit, the place
is not at all snooty. Just have $3.50
handy for the bridge toll. (The return
crossing is free.) Although the island
has seen development on the south
and north ends, the historic town of
Boca Grande remains firmly in the
past — a very rich past. The du Ponts
and the Bushes have been among
the vacationers there over the years.
Privacy is highly valued.
Boca Grande real estate prices are
among the region’s highest north of
Charlotte Harbor. It’s not unusual to
find a $6 million listing on the Gulf.
Even the old wooden cottages in the
historic downtown district have been
rebuilt virtually board by board and
are selling for a half-million dollars.
With condos from $385,000 to $2
million and houses from $795,000 to
$14 million, an oft-heard lament is,
“The billionaires are chasing off the
millionaires.”
— Harold Bubil, Real Estate Editor
harold.bubil@heraldtribune.com

S>ZW89R8L>X
X8M>XS>WXRQ

X8W8XRZ8  O8Q8Z>> ;R\QZF>X

X|wt
OppwttÃ Fr6
Vy© Puu|yyÉ
Oyu| ux [uy


 

     

&Ť&&ŉ'

Charlotte County/
Punta Gorda

Boca Grande
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“Englewood is still that Old Florida.
You’ve got to get off the beaten
path to find it, and once you do, it’s
charming.”
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OUT AND

ABOUT

On the Gulf Coast, you can get a front-row seat from which to view the
underwater world at Mote Marine Aquarium, escape from reality at the Ringling
Museum or explore a nature trail at Myakka River State Park. Feel free to rev
your engine at the Sarasota Classic Car Museum or climb aboard a vintage train
at the Florida Railroad Museum. There truly is something for everyone
— as long as you can tear yourself away from those beautiful beaches.
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MANATEE COUNTY
AROUND THE BEND NATURE TOURS
794-8773.
Hours: Daily 8:30 a.m.-sunset
Admission: $120 for up to 15 people; regularly
scheduled tours $15 per person.
www.aroundthebend.com
Your “passport to coastal Manatee County and Sarasota.”
Around the Bend Tours offers guided nature walks,
 +      +  
discover the rich, natural and cultural heritage of southern
Tampa Bay. Custom tours can include dip netting in the
 ]  <  $ @   #
SOUTH FLORIDA MUSEUM,
BISHOP PLANETARIUM
AND PARKER MANATEE AQUARIUM
201 10th St. W., Bradenton. 746-4131
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. noon-5 p.m.;
       `## + 
Saturday of the month.
Admission: Adults $15.95, seniors 65 and older $13.95,
children ages 4-12 $11.95, children 3 and younger free.

  
Explore the natural history of Southwest Florida from the
prehistoric to the present with dioramas, fossil exhibits
and life-sized casts of ice-age mammals that roamed the
area more than 12,000 years ago. Visit Snooty, the oldest
manatee in captivity and his wild manatee tank mates in
rehabilitation for U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Enjoy live star
talks and planetarium shows that explore the galaxy in
this state-of-the-art digital planetarium.
DE SOTO NATIONAL MEMORIAL
75th Street N.W., Bradenton. 792-0458.
Hours: Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: Free.
 
Historic village and nature trail commemorating the
expedition of Spanish explorer Hernando De Soto, who

BISHOP PLANETARIUM

   

landed in the Tampa Bay area in May of 1539. Explore
the historical village and nature trails as you expand your
knowledge of Florida’s past.
FLORIDA RAILROAD MUSEUM
@/ * +   ##}_ 
{   & & )+#/}`}#
Hours: Train departs on Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. May change for special events.
Admission: Call or consult Web site for special event
days, times and prices.
  
Take a fascinating, 90-minute ride aboard a vintage train,
where the goal is to preserve Florida’s railroad heritage.
GAMBLE PLANTATION HISTORIC STATE PARK
3708 Patten Ave., Ellenton. (From I-75, take exit 224.)
723-4536.
Park Hours: Open 8 a.m. to sunset. Museum closed
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
Tour times: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1, 2, 3 and 4 p.m.
Admission: To the park, free; tours, adults $6, children
ages 6-12 $4, children 5 and younger free.

       
Restored by the United Daughters of the Confederacy
in 1925, the antebellum home was originally owned by
Major Robert Gamble.
MANATEE VILLAGE HISTORICAL PARK
1404 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton. 749-7165.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; second and fourth
Saturdays 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Admission: Free; donations accepted.
   
Discover what life was like for early pioneers of Manatee
County. Historic buildings dating from 1860-1914 include
% 9  " +  _`_ 
and a one-room school house. There’s also a steam
engine.
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MIXON FRUIT FARMS
2712 26th Ave. E., Bradenton. 748-5829.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.; hours change during
the summer to 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov.-May tours at 11 a.m.,
1 and 3 p.m.; June-Oct. call for times.
Admission: $8 adults, $4 children 3-10; 2 and younger
free.
www.mixon.com
Take a one-hour tram tour through the groves. Learn
about citrus and its history and visit Matthews Wildlife
Rescue, where you can see alligators, deer, hawks, owls
and more.

SARASOTA COUNTY
CROWLEY MUSEUM AND NATURE CENTER
16405 Myakka Road, Sarasota. (11 miles east of I-75 on
Fruitville Road to dead end, turn right on Myakka Road;
2.3 miles on the left). 322-1000.
Hours: Winter hours (Oct.-May) Thur.-Sun. 10 a.m.4 p.m.; Summer hours (June-Sept.) Fri.-Sun. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Admission: Adults $8, children 5-12 $3, 4 and younger
free.
  
Three miles of nature trails including a 2,000-foot
!   /!+  ; 
wildlife habitats on this 190-acre preserve. See an 1892
“cracker” house, blacksmith shop, pioneer museum,
cabin and Florida muscadine grape vineyard.
THE JOHN AND MABLE
RINGLING MUSEUM OF ART
5401 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota. 351-1660.
Hours: Open daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; hours change
seasonally.
Admission: Adults $25, seniors (65 and older) $20,
students and Florida teachers with ID $10, children 5 and
younger free.
   
The 66-acre estate is home to an astounding collection
of 17th-century baroque paintings, as well as other

MOTE MARINE LABORATORY AQUARIUM
collections. Visit the courtyard displaying 19th- and
20th-century bronze replicas of ancient Greek, Roman
and baroque sculpture. The estate also includes Mable
Ringling’s beautiful rose garden, the Historic Asolo Theater
(an 18th-century opera house), the renovated Circus
Museum, the Tibbals Learning Center and a stunning view
  ]       #
CÀ D’ZAN, THE RINGLING MANSION
5401 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota. 351-1660
Hours: Open daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: Adults $25, seniors (65 and older) $20,
students and teachers with ID $10, children 5 and
younger free.
   
Cà d’Zan, a Venetian-style mansion, was home to
John and Mable Ringling, and was designed by New
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MOTE MARINE LABORATORY
AND AQUARIUM
1600 Ken Thompson Parkway (west end of City Island).
388-4441.
Hours: Open daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: Ages 13 and older $17, ages 4-12 $12,
3 and younger and Mote members are admitted free
  
Explore the under-the-sea world by checking out sea
    !    ? +  
Mote Marine. No ordinary aquarium, Mote has a sea
turtle rehabilitation center and a dolphin/whale hospital.
Two exhibits allow children to handle sea creatures, such
as clams and stingrays.
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York architect Dwight James Baum in 1924. The home
reopened in 2003 after a $15 million renovation.
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MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS
811 S. Palm Ave., Sarasota. 366-5731.
Hours: Open daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: Adults $17, children 6-11 $6, children 5 and younger free, when
accompanied by an adult.
 
With more than 4,000 orchids and 15 gardens, this is a place of beauty and wonder.
        ] :  
Pavilion, Koi Pond and the Cycad Collection. An under-glass museum features more
 }}}}    ]! #  /+ :    !  
for botanical research and conservation, as well as a venue for art and plant exhibits.
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SARASOTA BAY EXPLORERS
Located at Mote Aquarium entrance. 388-4200.
Hours: Open daily. Tours depart 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Admission: Tours $26 for adults; $22 for children ages 4-12. Combo ticket (cruise and
aquarium) $36 for adults, $29 for children ages 4-12. Call for private boat charter rates.
www.sarasotabayexplorers.com
Discover the wonder of dolphins, manatees, nesting birds and other sea life in Sarasota
 "  ] #%              
egrets, while osprey and eagles soar overhead. Also available are guided kayak tours, a
nature safari tour and a charter boat, the “Miss Explorer.”
GULF COAST WONDER AND IMAGINATION ZONE (G.WIZ)
1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota. 309-4949.
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. noon-5 p.m.
Admission: Ages 16 and older $10; G.WIZ members and children 2 and younger free;
seniors, military and students, $9; children 3-15, $7.
  
A place of wonder, excitement and learning makes this a perfect destination for children
    #;<  !]           !
sound waves travel. A state-of-the-art interactive center that strives to “make technology
understandable and science relevant,” G.WIZ offers summer camps, seasonal events,
        !  +   #
HISTORIC SPANISH POINT
337 N. Tamiami Trail, Osprey. 966-5214.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m.
Admission: Adults $10, children 5-12 $5, children 4 and younger free. Seniors 55 and
older and Sarasota residents, $9.
      
This oasis is located on 30 acres overlooking Little Sarasota Bay. Featuring the most
well-preserved Indian village in Florida, this is the only place in the country where
visitors can enter an ancient Indian midden (burial mound). Explore Mary’s Chapel, the
restored Guptill House, and feel the spirit of the Webb family, who resided here at the
 }  #   !+     }}}
years ago.
MYAKKA RIVER STATE PARK
13208 State Road 72, Sarasota. 361-6511.
Hours: Open daily 8 a.m.-sunset.
Admission: $6 per vehicle for up to 8 people, or $4 for a vehicle with a single person.
Children younger than 6 are not counted.
     
As Florida’s largest state park, this 37,000-acre area has wetlands, prairie, pine
]!     #% ]! _  
the park, which is home to 100 species of birds, along with deer, feral hogs, bobcats and
other native wildlife, including alligators. Whether you explore on horseback, on foot, by
bicycle, tram or boat, you will enjoy this seldom-seen side of Florida. Walk across the
canopy walkway, which offers a bird’s-eye view from among the treetops.



OSCAR SCHERER STATE PARK
U.S. 41, six miles south of Sarasota, Osprey. 483-5956.
Hours: Open daily 8 a.m.-sunset.
Admission: $5 per vehicle of up to 8 people, $4 for vehicle with one person, $2 for
bikers or walkers.

     
    _}}     ]!  ]! 
tracts of depression marshes, pine forests and a blackwater stream called South Creek.
Florida scrub jays abound, along with bobcats, river otters, bald eagles and alligators.
Take the self-guided nature trail, dip into the freshwater lake, rent canoes or have a
picnic. The Lester Finley Nature Trail accommodates people with disabilities.

 !  # !  
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SARASOTA JUNGLE GARDENS
3701 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota. 355-5305.
Hours: Open daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: Adults and teens, $15, seniors 60 and older $14, children ages 3-12 $10,
children 2 and younger free.
    
Gardens and nature trails make this an ideal place for leisurely strolls and picture taking.
Exhibits such as “Birds of Prey” and “Critters and Things,” will delight children and adults
alike. Reptile and bird shows are performed four times daily, featuring snakes, alligators,
cockatoos and macaws. Children will love “Kiddie Jungle,” which includes a junglethemed playground.
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SARASOTA CLASSIC CAR MUSEUM
5500 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 355-6228.
Hours: Open daily 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Admission: Adults $8.50, seniors 62 and older $7.50, children 6-12 $6.50, 5 and
younger free.
  
  
Opened to the community in 1953, this unique museum offers a vast collection of
antique cars and early arcade games. The 60,000-square-foot facility is the third oldest
car museum in the nation.
WARM MINERAL SPRINGS
12200 San Servando Ave., North Port. 426-1692.
Hours: Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m., weather permitting.
Admission: Adults $20, students with ID $14, children 12 and younger $8.

  
While this may or may not be Ponce de Leon’s fabled “Fountain of Youth,” you can
relax in year-round 87-degree waters. Nine million gallons of mineral water, the
      ]!        ! 
spa, wellness center and vacation spot. Guests can also enjoy massage therapy,
acupuncture, wellness seminars and tours.
HERRMANN’S ORIGINAL ROYAL LIPIZZAN STALLIONS
32755 Singletary Road, Myakka City. 322-1501.
Hours: 3 p.m. Thurs. and Fri. and 10 a.m. Sat. during season (January-April). The
horses are touring from May-October.
Admission: Free. Donations are greatly appreciated.
   
The pride of the Austrian Empire’s Spanish Riding School, these rare horses perform
their classical equestrian moves every Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Winter training
sessions for these horses are open to the public the last weekend of December through
the last weekend of April. Donations are accepted for the care of the animals.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY
CHARLOTTE COUNTY HISTORICAL CENTER
22959 Bayshore Road, Charlotte Harbor. 629-7278.
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Admission: Adults $2, children 12 and younger, $1.
     
Located on beautiful Charlotte Harbor, the center’s mission is to offer programs and
services to educate the public about the history of Charlotte County and to protect its
historical resources. Exhibits reach from pre-historic times to the post-World War II
development boom. Changing exhibits relate to local and state history.
CHARLOTTE HARBOR ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER
10941 Burnt Store Road, Punta Gorda. 575-5435.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Admission: Free.

 
This 3,000-acre state buffer preserve is a center for environmental education,
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Admission: The Wilderness Cruise is $20.95, $24.95
with lunch.
    
Two-hour narrated eco-tours of the Peace River on a
6- or 49-passenger vessel cover the history, wildlife and
ecological qualities of the Peace River estuary as they
wind their way through cypress and saw grass toward
Charlotte Harbor. See alligators, manatees, eagles,
ospreys and other Florida wildlife.

HILLSBOROUGH/PINELLAS
BUSCH GARDENS AND ADVENTURE ISLAND
3000 E. Busch Blvd. (State Road 580), Tampa, two miles
west of I-75, exit 265. (813) 987-5082, (888) 800-5447.
Hours: Opening times may vary between 9, 9:30 and 10
a.m. and closing times between 5, 6 and 7 p.m.
Admission Busch Gardens and Adventure Island: Visit
the Web site for the latest rates and special packages.
  
Visit the ultimate family attraction, offering an amusement
park and zoo spanning 300 acres with more than 2,700
animals. This family theme park also features water rides,
state-of-the-art roller coasters, including SheiKra and
Kumba, a marketplace and live entertainment. Adventure
Island is the ultimate water park, with wave tanks, slides
and more.

LOWRY PARK ZOO
recreation, research, preservation and land management.
The center is home to Alligator Creek, with four miles
of nature trails from which you can enjoy the scenery
and wildlife. Cedar Point offers samples of Southwest
Florida’s coastal ecological systems, with one attraction
being the bald eagles. They commonly nest October
through May, so call ahead, as trails may be closed.

DeSOTO COUNTY
RIVER BOAT TOURS
9700 S.W. Riverview Circle, (at the Nav-a-Gator at
DeSoto Marina) Arcadia. (800) 308-7506, 627-3474.
Hours: ' #/ #)+ _}##/
5 p.m. Tour runs from 1-3 p.m.; arrive 11:15 for lunch.

FLORIDA AQUARIUM
701 Channelside Drive, Tampa. (813) 273-4000.
Hours: Open daily 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed on
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Admission: $19.95 age 12 and older, $16.95 seniors 60
and older, $14.95 children 3-11, children 2 and younger free.

   
A three-story glass dome takes you through an
underwater cave displaying crystal-clear springs, and
then on to “Bays and Beaches,” a saltwater environment
where you will meet sharks, snook, mullet and sea
robins. Discover the ecologically diverse coral-reef area.
$ +   > ! + 
all over the world.
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MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY (MOSI)
4801 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa. (813) 987-6100.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Free parking.
General admission (includes museum, Kids in Charge,
one Saunders Planetarium show, and one standard IMAX
X+ }#` _  _{#` 
seniors age 60 and older, $16.95 age 2-12.
   
With the goal of “making science real,” MOSI features
hands-on interactive exhibits on how things work in the
!   #@%$ ! +  
on the universe on a massive, curved screen. Go bungee
jumping, climb the 3-foot wall offering different routes, or
visit the “Kids in Charge” science exhibit.
SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM
1000 Third St. S., St. Petersburg. (727) 823-3767.
Hours: Mon.-Wed., Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Thurs. 10
a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. noon-5:30 p.m.
Admission: $17 adults, $14.50 seniors 65 and older,
military and police, $12 for students 10-17, students over
18 must show ID, $4 ages 5-9, children 4 and younger
free. $5 on Thurs. 5-8 p.m. for everyone.
      
The museum is committed to the preservation and public
understanding of Dali, the great Spanish artist, with

95 original oils, more than 100 watercolors and many
graphics, sculptures, objets d’art, photographs and an
extensive library.

LEE COUNTY
BOCA GRANDE LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM
Gasparilla Island State Park, extreme southern tip of
Gasparilla Island. 964-0060.
Hours: Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. noon-4 p.m.
Admission: Entering the park is $3 per vehicle. Museum,
free, though donations are appreciated.
       
Highlighting the early Native American and Spanish era
dating to the 1500s, the museum depicts the life of early
settlers in Florida.
BAILEY-MATTHEWS SHELL MUSEUM
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Road, Sanibel Island.
(239) 395-2233, (888) 679-6450.
Hours: Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: $7 ages 17 and older, $4 ages 5-16, children
4 and younger free. Group tour discounts available with
advance reservations.
   
More than 30 exhibits of mollusks from around the world,
shells in art and history, shell habitats, rare specimens,
children’s learning lab featuring hands-on play area,
displays, games and a live tank. A half-hour video,
Mollusks in Action, is shown on the hour, and a children’s
video is shown continuously.

ORLANDO AREA
DISNEY WORLD
Accessible from U.S. 192 and several exits off I-4, south
of Orlando. (407) 824-4321.
Hours: Theme parks open at 9 a.m.; hours vary
according to park and season. Call for information.
Admission: One-day, one-park pass covers admission
to the Magic Kingdom, EPCOT, Disney-MGM Studios,
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Animal Kingdom. Call for most recent rates. Four- and
+/      #
www.disneyworld.com.
Visit this timeless and ever-changing world of wonder.
Complete with four unique theme parks (EPCOT, MGM
Studios, Animal Kingdom and Downtown Disney) the
park also has three themed water parks and lazy rivers,
water slides and sun-drenched beaches. There are 23
on-property resort hotels.
SEAWORLD
7007 SeaWorld Drive, Orlando. (800) 327-2424.
Hours: Open daily 9 a.m. Closing times vary.
Admission: Call for most recent rates and special passes.
www.seaworld.com
This 200-acre marine adventure park allows you to
experience up-close encounters with dolphins, stingrays,
     #J ]  
roller coaster, or Journey to Atlantis, a part water-ride,
part roller-coaster. Animals take their cues from trainers
in a variety of shows. Adjacent to SeaWorld is Discovery
Cove, where visitors can swim with dolphins, rays and
 + #
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS AND ISLANDS OF
ADVENTURE
1000 Universal Studios Plaza, Orlando. (407) 363-8000.
Hours: 9 a.m. daily. Closing times vary.
Admission: Call for most recent rates, special rates,
passes.
      
Go behind the scenes and into some of the best-loved
+   #^!   <  
Harry Potter. Experience more than 40 innovative rides,
shows, movie sets and attractions. Meet the Terminator,
take a whild ride with the Simpsons or travel with E.T. to
his home planet. Discover Nickolodeon Studios.
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LOWRY PARK ZOO
1101 W. Sligh Ave., Tampa. (813) 935-8552.
Hours: Open daily 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: $20.95 adults, $18.95 seniors, $15.95
children, children 2 and younger free.
  
Voted the No. 1 zoo in the U.S., Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo
features more than 2,200 animals in lush habitats. The
zoo also is home to the Zoo School, which offers holiday
and summer camps, preschool, day care, kindergarten
and many other exciting educational programs. Children
of all ages will love the zoo’s rides, shows and hands-on
interactive feeding opportunities.
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GAME DAY

With the Rays battling the Yankees and Red Sox for the division title,
the Tampa Bay Bucs and Lightning trying to recapture their glory days,
and more golf, tennis and watersports than you can possibly imagine,
sports will be on everyone’s list of things to do.
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TAMPA BAY RAYS
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS

Baseball
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Our look at sports starts with baseball and the deal that brought the Baltimore Orioles to Sarasota for spring training. In July of 2009, after a great
deal of haggling with multiple teams, a deal was struck that leases the Ed
Smith stadium complex to the Orioles.
Plans call for a significantly refurbished stadium and a youth baseball
academy to be led by Hall of Famer Cal Ripken Jr. The agreement with the
Orioles preserves a baseball tradition that dates to 1924.
Other teams train in the region. The Pittsburgh Pirates play at Bradenton’s McKechnie Field. And the Tampa Bay Rays spend spring training at
the Charlotte County Sports Complex. Players begin reporting in midFebruary, with exhibition games beginning before the end of the month and
filling out most of March.
Spring training, however, is only part of the fun. The Rays, who currently
light up Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg from April through September,
kept fans on the edge of their seats last year as they challenged the Yankees
for the top spot in their American League East Division.
The Gulf Coast League, which began as the four-team Sarasota Rookie
League in 1964, is now spread throughout the region for its 10-week season
from mid-June through August.
The Orioles and the Pirates have GCL affiliates based at the City of Sarasota Sports Complex and Pirate City.
The Tampa Bay Rays may be reached at (727) 825-3250, or
(888) FAN-RAYS (326-7297); the Pittsburgh Pirates at 748-4610.
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For those who prefer the game of football, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Super Bowl champions after the 2002 season, are rebuilding under head coach
Raheem Morris. With the Bucs and the high-flying University of South
Florida Bulls sharing Tampa’s Raymond James Stadium, big-time football
games are just 62 miles north of Sarasota via the Interstate.
The Bucs’ regular-season home schedule runs from September through
December. The ticket office can be reached at (813) 879-2827.
As members of the Big East Conference, the USF Bulls are making a big
name for themselves in the college ranks. For ticket information, call
(813) 974-6889.

WANT TO WATCH THE PROS?

A number of PGA and Champions Tour events make annual stops on the
Gulf Coast. Check the Herald-Tribune for information on upcoming events.
If you would rather get out and play a round, rather than watch the action
on TV, Sarasota County alone has more than 80 courses, public, private and
semi-private, championship caliber, executive and short courses.
Here are a few of the most popular and most challenging courses on
Florida’s Gulf Coast:
 The Legacy at Lakewood Ranch is one of the most difficult courses here.
Breaking 80 on this course, designed by Arnold Palmer’s design company, is
cause for celebration.
Also in Manatee County is Stoneybrook at Heritage Harbour, an Arthur
Hills-designed course. This relatively new course provides a worthwhile
challenge.
Manatee County also has three courses run by either the city or county —
Buffalo Creek, River Run and the Manatee County Golf Course.
In Sarasota, the Bobby Jones Golf Complex offers 45 holes, run by the
City of Sarasota.
The City of Venice operates the Lake Venice Golf Club, featuring 27 holes
near the Venice Airport. Heron Creek and Bobcat Trail are popular with
golfers in North Port.
In Port Charlotte, Riverwood Golf Club was honored by Golf Digest
as being one of the best courses in the country, hosting more than 50,000
rounds per year.
BOBBY JONES
GOLF COMPLEX
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Four things newcomers to the area cannot help but find at every turn are
restaurants, banks, drug stores and golf courses.
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With Florida’s heat, you wouldn’t think that any sport played on ice would
be especially popular.
Guess again.
Professional hockey is one of the hottest sports on the Gulf Coast, as the
Tampa Bay Lightning take to the ice in the St. Pete Times Forum, 401 Channelside Drive in Tampa. The 2004 Stanley Cup champions have had a couple
of lean seasons, but with players the caliber of Vinny Lecavalier and Martin
St. Louis, they are always a threat on the ice. The season is 82 games long
— 41 at home and 41 away — and runs from October through April, not
counting the playoffs. Call (813) 301-6600 for ticket information.
For the recreational in-line or ice-skating enthusiast, Ellenton Ice and
Sports Complex provides ample opportunities to enter hockey leagues or
just skate for enjoyment. The complex is at 5309 29th St. E. in Ellenton,
adjacent to the Prime Outlets; call 723-3663. The Stardust Events Center, for
roller skaters, is at 2571 12th St. in Sarasota, across from Ed Smith Stadium;
365-6888.

:

Hockey
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Club, Meadows Racquet Club, Palm-Aire Racquet Club, Resort at Longboat Key Club and the
Sarasota Family YMCA, to name but a few.
Of course, when you think of tennis on the
Gulf Coast, one name comes to mind: Nick
Bollettieri. In the 1970s, Nick started the Nick
Bollettieri Tennis Academy (today, IMG Academies), and some of his students have become
legends in the game. At one time or another,
many of the big names in tennis, including
Andre Agassi, Jim Courier, Monica Seles, Venus
and Serena Williams and Maria Sharapova, have
passed through the academy.

Polo

SARASOTA POLO CLUB

Thanks to the wonderful climate, tennis is at
the center of the Gulf Coast sports world, and
there are numerous facilities for beginners and
more seasoned players, too.
Courts are easily accessible at locations that
include Arlington Park, Potter Park and Siesta
Key Beach. Larger facilities are available at Payne
Park Tennis Center on Adams Lane, which
features nine clay courts with lights, and the Riv-

erview Tennis Courts at Riverview High School,
with eight lighted courts open to the public in
the evenings and on weekends.
A variety of private tennis club membership
opportunities abound. The Field Club of Sarasota has nine Har-Tru tennis courts, while Laurel
Oak Country Club offers 12 clay courts and a variety of programs and clinics. Other private clubs
include the Billy Stearns Tennis Center, The
Country Club of Sarasota, the Landings Racquet
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Watersports
Blessed with bay and Gulf waters, the Gulf
Coast is home to nearly every watersport imaginable, from boating to sailing, fishing, jetskiing,
parasailing, scuba diving, snorkeling, rowing,
kayaking and more.
For canoeing, you might want to try one of the
beautiful state parks, Myakka or Oscar Scherer,
both of which offer ample opportunities to test
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Tennis

The Sarasota Polo Club is located three miles
east of I-75 on University Parkway. The
2011 schedule runs through April. Games begin
at 1 p.m. Gates open at 11 a.m. General admission is $10 for adults. There is no charge for
children 12 and younger. For more information,
call 907-0000.
The 120-acre facility hosts a number of charitable affairs, including the Sarasota Manatee Riding Therapy Program. The grounds also play host
to national Frisbee and soccer tournaments.
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your endurance.
In the mood for a little fishing? Stop in at CB’s Saltwater Outfitters on
Stickney Point Road or Economy Tackle on the south Trail. Need a little
help fishing? Call Jerry Chitwood of Chitwood Charters, or Capt. Jason
Ramsey, a saltwater fishing guide.
There is a multitude of marinas in the area, including Cannon’s Marina on
Longboat Key, Gulfwind Marina, Marina Jack on the downtown bayfront
and O’Leary’s Sarasota Sailing School, to name but a few. For parasailing,
you can try O’Leary’s or Siesta Key Watersports. For other watersports, try
Don and Mike’s Boat and Ski Rental, Island Style Watersports or Ocean
Boulevard Sailboarding.
One spot not to miss is Nathan Benderson Park, a 400-acre lake that
county officials and local developers believe may be the nation’s next top
rowing and spectator facility. The park, located just east of Honore Avenue
between 17th Street and University Parkway, could become a year-round
rowing destination, attracting national and international rowing events. The
park eventually will feature a boathouse, canoe and kayak rentals and biking
and hiking paths.
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Youth sports
Youth sports, from Palmetto to Port Charlotte, can best be followed
by reading the Tuesday “Sports for Kids” section of the Herald-Tribune,
where teams from every sport post notices for tryouts, registrations and
practices. Listings are available for children ages 3 to 18. The information
also can be viewed by logging on to the Herald-Tribune’s Web site: www.
heraldtribune.com.

%%  % 
 %'
)

$ %% 

%(

More sports

+&"&+

:;ÌėÌ&Ť&ÊŤ

    

@T @
V
U \E J=
\U ^;O
V

SARASOTA
INTERNATIONAL
CRICKET CLUB
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That gives you a taste of the many sports available here on the Gulf Coast,
but there is much, much more.
Cricket anyone? For information, call 232-9956 or check out the club’s
Web site at www.sarasotacricket.com. Interested in archery? Applications to
join the Sarasota County Archers are available by calling 377-7005.
Dog racing? Enjoy greyhound racing six days a week from the end of
December through mid-April at the Sarasota Kennel Club. How about
bicycling? Try the Sarasota/Manatee Bicycle Club at 753-8850 or 373-6611
or the Coastal Cruisers in North Port, 497-2736.
And what about horseback riding? There are plenty of opportunities at
Churchill Farm, 927-7433; Fox Lea Farms, 480-1100; or Windsong Farm
in North Port, 716-5362. Are you a runner in need of a good place to run
or jog to your heart’s content? Try the Bradenton Runners Club, or the
Manasota Track Club.
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SHOPPING

FRENZY

Shop ’til you drop — and then shop some more at the area’s
many boutiques, malls and outlets. Score a fantastic deal on your
  &)  *   +  //
/    #$  9 #: 9   
 !      
restaurants to provide fuel for your shopping adventure.
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WESTFIELD SOUTHGATE
Location: U.S. 41 between Bee Ridge Road and Siesta
Drive, 955-0900.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Sun. noon-5:30 p.m.
Popular stops at this sophisticated center include
Dillard’s, Saks Fifth Avenue, Macy’s, Chico’s, Banana
Republic, Ann Taylor and Ann Taylor Loft, Coach, Gap,
Talbot’s, Pottery Barn, Restoration Hardware and
Williams-Sonoma, to name but a few. Other fun stops
include Gymboree, Victoria’s Secret and Cache. And
when hunger strikes, diners appreciate Cosimo’s Brick
Oven or Toojay’s Deli.
WESTFIELD SARASOTA SQUARE
Location: Corner of U.S. 41 and Beneva Road,
922-9609.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. noon-5:30 p.m.
The mall boasts an AMC Sarasota 12 theater, an
expanded food court and beautiful interior renovations.
Sarasota’s largest mall includes 140 stores anchored
by Macy’s, JCPenney and Sears. A diverse selection of
smaller shops includes Aeropostale, Build-A-Bear, Gap,
Sunglass Hut, Champs Sports, Yankee Candle, Wall
Street for Men and Victoria’s Secret, among many others.
Hungry? Try Cosimo’s Too! or one of the other popular
mainstays.

WESTFIELD SOUTHGATE MALL

SARASOTA PAVILION
Location: U.S. 41 and Stickney Point Road.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
This popular open-air mall is at the intersection of U.S. 41
   & #" + ?    
 +! /  
Bed Bath & Beyond. And speaking of well-dressed, you’ll
+          
at Old Navy, Stein Mart, Marshalls and Ross Dress for
Less, to name just a few. Into crafts? Michael’s will be
+  #; !   !  
the popular Panera Bread.

GULF GATE VILLAGE
Location: Superior Avenue, Gulf Gate Drive, Gateway
Avenue, south of Stickney Point.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
The restaurants and merchants lining the quaint streets
of this European-style hamlet offer charming alternatives
to mass-market shopping. Take time to stroll through the
1950s-era storefronts to discover hair and skin salons,
restaurants and food stores, art galleries, a bead store,
aquarium and pet center, and more. An international
selection of eateries includes Word of Mouth, Oh Mamma
Mia!, Bean Stalk, French Affair, Paris to Budapest, Rico’s
Pizzeria, Sarasota Brewing Company and Broccolini,
among many more.
MAIN STREET
Location: Downtown Sarasota from Gulfstream Avenue
to U.S. 301.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
There is something for everybody on Main Street.
Living Walls dazzles with its collections of contemporary
furnishings and accessories, while for exquisite jewelry,
Shrode Jewelers is a must see. Visit Lotus, Stitch and
Brooks Brothers for the latest styles. Children will insist
on a visit to Toy Lab. Just a half block off Main on Lemon
$  ! +      
La Table and across the street you can even shop for
your groceries at Whole Foods Market. International
restaurants include Divino, C’est la Vie!, Selva Grill,
Americana, Patrick’s, First Watch and Mattison’s City
Grille.
PALM AVENUE
Location: Downtown Sarasota, running south of Main
Street to McAnsh and north of Main to Cocoanut Avenue.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
Serious collectors know that historic Palm Avenue is the
   +  ?!    ( #
Art To Walk On, Coco Palm Gallery, Peter Paul Gallery,
Dabbert Gallery, M Gallery and Galleria Silecchia are
      !+    
collectibles and estate jewelry make tantalizing window
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displays. Have a wedding or special event in your future?
Visit La Mariee for the gown and June Simmons Designs
or Nikki Sedacca for jewels. Dine at one of a variety of
+     9  9*#
HISTORIC BURNS COURT & HERALD SQUARE
Location: South of Main Street, bordered by Pineapple
and Orange avenues.
Hours: Vary; call individual stores.
Burns Court Cinema is the destination of choice for
+ / +  #$?    
quotient with high-end eyewear and home accessories
from IOPTICS. For the latest fashions, visit L Boutique, L.
Kids and Paris Couture. And be sure to visit the Sarasota
Trading Company — plus other great shops, including
Jack Vinales Antiques, Cravats’ Custom Clothiers and
Awesome Orchids. For dining, choices abound, including
the new Owen’s Fish Camp, Citrus Cafe and Galileo
Ristorante.
ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE
Location: St. Armands Key at the west end of the
Ringling Causeway, Sarasota.
Hours: Vary; call individual stores for times.
The ambience is pure south of France, geared to the
circle’s elegant clientele. Tommy Bahama lends an
   #;   " +  
shops, including The Met Fashion House, Foxy Lady
West, Dream Weaver, SOMA and Island Pursuit. Need
shoes to match? Try Carman’s shoes or Addison Craig.
Shops such as McCarver & Moser and Armel showcase
fantastic gems and jewelry designs. Need a special
gift? Check out Garden Argosy and Exit Art. The gift is
for your pet? Check out Wet Noses. And, if your sweet
tooth is acting up, don’t miss Ben & Jerry’s, Big Olaf,
Scoop Daddy’s or Kilwins. Some of Sarasota’s favorite
restaurants line the sidewalks — Cafe L’Europe, Crab &
Fin, and Columbia, to name but a few.
ROSEMARY DISTRICT
Location: Central Avenue, bounded by Fruitville Road
and 10th Street to the south and north, and by Orange
Avenue and U.S. 41 to the east and west.

MORTON’S GOURMET MARKET
Hours: Vary; call individual stores.
Over the last several years, one of the area’s most
historic settings has evolved into a chic shopping and
dining environment. This example of successful urban
redevelopment is now home to a variety of businesses,
including Sarasota Collection Home Store, Everything
but the Girl, the Rosemary Court Wellness Center,
photography studios, a hair salon, antique shops and
more. Restaurants in the area include Derek’s Culinary
Casual, Station 400, Rustic Grille, Kay’s Bar-B-Q and
more.

}~z
\

SOUTHSIDE VILLAGE
Location: Behind Sarasota Memorial Hospital on Osprey
and Hillview.
 = !! ]!
streets” and neighborhoods including McClellan Park,
Harbor Acres and Cherokee Park, is one of Sarasota’s
most popular spots for dining, shopping and “being seen.”
Anchored by Morton’s Gourmet Market, shops include
Coffrin Jewelers, Eye of the Needle, Jewelry by Giorgio,
>$( #>   &+
Chutney’s, Gateway to India, Knick’s, Sam Snead’s or
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MAIN STREET IN LAKEWOOD RANCH
the Serving Spoon, among others. Later in the evening,
visit the 5 O’Clock Club.
SIESTA VILLAGE AND THE AREA
Location: Ocean Boulevard south to Midnight Pass
Road, Siesta Key.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
Nearly 100 stores and sidewalk cafes offer relaxed
shopping and dining, just steps away from the most
beautiful white-sand beach anywhere. Find the latest
styles at Foxy Lady. Ready to get some exercise? Try
Total Tennis. Make like a surfer dude at Beach Bazaar.

T-shirts? Check out Siesta Tees. Work up an appetite
yet? You might want to consider the Blase Cafe, the
always-popular Broken Egg, or, for your favorite libation
or brew, the Daiquiri Deck or Siesta Key Oyster Bar.

cosmetics, Bed Bath & Beyond and Michael’s arts and
crafts are attracting a bevy of shoppers. Across University
Parkway at Honore are a new Kohl’s department store
and The Fresh Market grocer.

UNIVERSITY TOWN CENTER
Location: Southwest corner of Interstate 75 and
University Parkway.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
While the University Town Center, with its planned
anchors — has been put on economic hold, other shops
  ] #$  $

SOUTH BAY FASHION CENTER
Location: U.S. 41 and Blackburn Point Road in Osprey.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
With its variety of shops and home boutiques, this
enclave is a standout. Armel Jewelers caters to the Rolex
and Movado crowd, while Coastal Home by Bealls offers
artwork, lamps and other home decor items. Deannie’s
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offers women’s clothing, well-suited to the Florida
climate. Other additions include Boone Fabrics, Marcia
Dove’s Salon & Spa and Thyme for Dinner.
DOWNTOWN VENICE
Location: Off Business U.S. 41 on the island.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
Spend a day browsing, shopping and eating in this
casually elegant shopping area. Even the shop names
are fun: Scarlet Macaw Resort Wear features colorful
fashions for missy and petite sizes. Sunbug has
swimwear, casual sportswear and accessories. St. Marco
Boutique carries fashions and accessories from leading
American and European designers. When hunger strikes,
stop in at the nearby Crow’s Nest or Sharky’s.
THE SHOPPES AT UNIVERSITY CENTER
Location: University Parkway, just off Interstate 75 at
exit 213.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
This is home to Total Wine & More and its more than
8,000 bottles of wine. The store also carries 1,000
beers and 2,000 liquors, all at great prices. Other stores
include the specialty shoe store Fit2Run, Bealls Outlet
and Hidden Gate. The center has turned into a dining
destination, with options including Lee Roy Selmon’s,
 + : ;: %)  "  &
Asian Diner, to name a few.

DESOTO SQUARE MALL

BRADENTON
DESOTO SQUARE MALL
Location: Intersection of U.S. 301 Blvd. W. and U.S. 41
in Bradenton, 747-5868, www.simon.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. noon-6 p.m.
Almost 100 specialty stores await, and the big guys are
here, too. Macy’s, Sears, and JCPenney make this mall
an easy choice for shoppers in the Bradenton area. In
"         #" + 
other stores, too, including Bath & Body Works, Foot
Locker, Lids, Victoria’s Secret, Aeropostale, Champs
Sports, Gentleman’s Choice, Hot Topic and more.

MAIN STREET AT LAKEWOOD RANCH
Location: Lakewood Ranch Boulevard;
1-800-30RANCH, 907-6000;  
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
This shopping district gives Lakewood Ranch residents,
their neighbors and visitors easy access to some of the
stores they might otherwise have driven 25 minutes or
more to reach, plus some stores they might not have seen
before. Natural Discoveries, Le Couture, Vanessa Fine
!  $ %   X ]      
outdoor shopping district. Polo Grill and Bar, MacAllister’s,
Saijo Sushi & Japanese Restaurant, the Broken Egg and
the Serving Spoon can all satisfy hungry shoppers.

It may be a beach community, but Anna Maria has
   +  
sun and enjoy a little shopping. One thing that has’t
  "   ]
community’s Bohemian roots. The Bayview Plaza offers
uspcale shops that carry unusual gifts, accessories
and clothing. Don’t miss The White Egret, The Museum
Shop, Mama Lo by the Sea and Two Sides of Nature.
Florida kitsch? Try the shops of Bridge Street Bazaar.
And Holmes Beach has unique shops as well, including
The Egret’s Landing, Sweet Peas amd Restless Natives.
Hungry yet? Try the Beach Bistro or the Sandbar, among
many other waterside restaurants.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND

ELLENTON

INDIVIDUAL STORES
Location: The North End and Bridge Street.
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.

PRIME OUTLETS
Location: Take Exit 224 off Interstate 75 in Ellenton,
723-1150,  

9y©yx{

uÉxy¥
x©
xywuu}

:OOT@eÚÚ

UV\HQ:

Hyuyuwy
w}

e?E9c?\E?
[UO_\HUTÄ

ÎõQVCÄ

?§y[yu¥
yyxÉy
uxuÄ

äń

_@8S

<uxu©{uAyy?uy

ÓũũũũũȜJEI@

[8SS8KV_

NÚ²©yupÚÉ²yyx¥yu¥uu©
Nþ²©yupæÉ²yyxvuw¥uu©
Nþ²©yupÚÉ²yyxu²y{u¥uu©
Nþ²©yupæÉ²yõ²uxxyuuwyø

õùùÚõ[8ey;uxyÉBO
Ty§\wu=uxuw

¥¥¥8yu8w

ÐõÚ²ùþ²Ú
:;ÌėÌ&ŤŤıŉ

ÐõÚ²ùùæ²(((
¢¥yvyu

¥¥¥7?§y[yu7wpOuu7

:;ÌėÌ&ÌÙŉĿ

[uyux[y¢wy
[

x[ 

iºvy|ux
©xxÄ
GULF COAST WELCOME | 39

9_\UQU\Hc?=HZ?<\UZi

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
More than 130 manufacturers’ outlets and factory-direct stores are located between
Tampa and Sarasota. Prime Outlets promises a full day of bargain hunting for anyone
wearing comfy shoes. All the big names in fashion have outposts here: Jones New York,
Banana Republic, Brooks Brothers, Calvin Klein, Liz Claiborne New York, Saks Fifth
$ ) &   ;  > +9 > 
and David, Fossil, Guess, Aeropostale, Gymboree, Chico’s, Ann Taylor Factory Store
and the Children’s Place. New stores include Colombia Sportswear, Kate Spade, Juicy
Couture, Dooney & Burke, Stuart Weitzman, Kenneth Cole, DKNY Jeans, J.Crew and
Coach. If you need to take a shopping break, Starbucks offers the perfect pick-me-up.

ENGLEWOOD
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INDIVIDUAL STORES
Location: Old Englewood Road and Dearborn Street in Englewood, near Exit 191 off
Interstate 75 and State Road 776.
Hours: Vary; Call stores for times.
A little slice of Old Florida comes alive in this budding artist’s colony of galleries,
workshops and artists’ studios on the shores of Lemon Bay, designated Englewood’s
“Art District.” Check out Village Gifts & Gallery and Roasters Coffee Bar, both on
Dearborn, as well as Daylilies and Blue Pineapple. And don’t miss Key Village Shops on
North Beach Road.

PORT CHARLOTTE
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PUNTA GORDA
FISHERMEN’S VILLAGE
Location: 1200 W. Retta Esplanade, Punta Gorda, 639-8721, (800) 639-0020,
" 
$;  " =  ! +      (    
interspersed with superb dining and exciting night life. Shops include Beneath the
Sea, the Caged Parrot, Hooked on Books, Pirate’s Ketch, The Sand Pebble, Tropical
]      &! #;     " 9 " 
  ^ " ;  @  ;9 (   
name but a few. Hungry? Try Harpoon Harry’s, The Captain’s Table, Bella Luna, The
Village Fish Market and Restaurant or the Village Oyster Bar, among others.
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PORT CHARLOTTE TOWN CENTER
Location: On U.S. 41, between State Road 776 and Murdock Circle (Exit 179 off
Interstate 75) in Port Charlotte, 624-4447, www. portcharlottetowncenter.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. noon-6 p.m.
% `}      +   'X " % " 
   9&  '!     #) ^ 
Aeropostale and PacSun are just some of the popular spots. If shoes are on your list,
Champs Sports, Foot Locker, Rack Room Shoes and DSW Shoe Warehouse make
it easy. Sexy lingerie has its day at Victoria’s Secret. Accessories are no problem at
Nature’s Jewelry and Urban Belts, while teenagers will like the latest styles at Wet Seal,
Christopher & Banks, Journeys and Bath and Body Works.

INTERNATIONAL PLAZA
Location: West Shore and Boy Scout boulevards, Tampa. (813) 342-3790.
       
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sun. noon to 6 p.m.
World-class shopping with three fashionable department stores, more than 200 specialty
     / +        ( #
Department stores include Neiman Marcus, Nordstrom and Dillard’s. Designer shops
include a large Robb and Stucky, Betsey Johnson and Cole Haan. Artwork and
collectibles can be found at Swarovski. There’s a Tiffany’s and Gucci for upscale
shoppers. Dine at one of Bay Street’s many restaurants, including Capital Grille, Blue
Martini, California Pizza Kitchen or the Cheese Cake Factory. Then, just as you think
you’ve spent all there is to spend, stroll into the area’s only Apple computer store to try
  !( #
HYDE PARK VILLAGE
Location: Swann, Snow and South Dakota avenues in historic Hyde Park, Tampa.
(813) 251-3500,     
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun. noon-5 p.m., but some stores have extended
hours.
    /      !   (
 '         '       
?!       #" + & &  )   $ 
Taylor, Anthropologie, Tommy Bahama, Brooks Brothers, Downtown Dogs, Restoration
Hardware, Coco Brazil, Color Me Mine, Pottery Barn and Williams-Sonoma, to name but
a few. Fine restaurants such as The Wine Exchange and Timpano Italian Chophouse
round out your pleasant day at Hyde Park.

ST. PETERSBURG
BAYWALK ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX
Location: Second Avenue North between First and Second streets north, St. Petersburg
Hours: Vary; call stores for times.
Only a 40-minute ride from Sarasota, St. Petersburg’s premier shopping, dining and
entertainment complex, BayWalk, offers the 20-screen Muvico 20 theater, as well as
weekly entertainment on its Mainstage. Baywalk’s stores include Chico’s and White
House / Black Market. Restaurants include Tokyo Sushi Cafe.
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TAKE A

BOW

Experience the grace of the Sarasota Ballet, get swept away by
an Asolo Theatre production or discover your inner child at Circus
Sarasota. Or get lost in an exquisite painting at the Ringling Museum.
Whatever you choose, the cultural capital of Florida has you covered.
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CIRCUS ARTS
CIRCUS SARASOTA
8251 15th St. E.
Sarasota 34243
355-9335
    
PAL SAILOR CIRCUS
PAL Sailor Circus Arena
2075 Bahia Vista St.
Sarasota 34239
361-6350
    

FILM
SARASOTA FILM FESTIVAL
332 Cocoanut Ave.
Sarasota 34236
364-9514
  "   
SARASOTA FILM SOCIETY
Burns Court Cinema
506 Burns Lane, Sarasota
LAKEWOOD RANCH CINEMAS
10715 Rodeo Drive, Lakewood Ranch
Sarasota 34230-3378
955-3456
"   

DANCE
FUZIÓN DANCE ARTISTS
345-5755
  
SARASOTA BALLET
5555 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34243

PAL SAILOR CIRCUS
351-8000; 359-0099
    

955-0700
    

WEST COAST CIVIC BALLET
1370 Boulevard of the Arts, Suite D
Sarasota 34236
504-6762
    

ARTS AND CULTURE ALLIANCE
P.O. Box 414
Venice 34284
(866) 364-7136
www.artsandculturealliance.com

LIFESTYLE/
MISCELLANEOUS

CULTURAL CENTER
OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY
2280 Aaron St.
Port Charlotte 33952
625-4175
www.theculturalcenter.com

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE
DE SARASOTA
200 S. Washington Blvd., Suite 2
Sarasota 34236

SARASOTA ALLIANCE FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
P.O. Box 1754
Sarasota 34230
953-8727
SARASOTA ARCHITECTURAL
FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 3678
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PIERIAN SPRING ACADEMY
P.O. Box 110141
Sarasota, 34211
716-2471
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Sarasota 34230
365-4723
    

  

SARASOTA COUNTY
ARTS COUNCIL
1226 N. Tamiami Trail, Suite 300
Sarasota 34236
365-5118
   
SARASOTA INSTITUTE
OF LIFETIME LEARNING
1001 Boulevard of the Arts
Sarasota 34236
365-6404
    
VAN WEZEL FOUNDATION
777 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34236
366-5578
   
VENETIAN SOCIETY
OF BASKET WEAVERS
P.O. Box 1411
Venice 34284-1411
496-9539

NATIONAL LEAGUE
OF AMERICAN PEN WOMEN
706 N. Bay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1257
Anna Maria 34216
778-7923
#$%&'  
PEACE RIVER CENTER
FOR WRITERS
26300 Airport Road (Edison State College
Charlotte)
Punta Gorda 33950
637-3514
      

MUSEUMS
AMI HISTORICAL SOCIETY
402 Pine Ave.
Anna Maria
778-0492
  
BLANCHARD HOUSE MUSEUM
OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN
HISTORY & CULTURE
406 Martin Luther King Blvd.
Punta Gorda 33950
575-7518

GULF COAST WRITERS
Meet monthly at 5701 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach
778-7631

JOHN AND MABLE RINGLING
MUSEUM OF ART
5401 Bay Shore Road
Sarasota 34243
359-5700
   

JAMES JOYCE SOCIETY
OF SARASOTA
     

SARASOTA CLASSIC
CAR MUSEUM
5500 N. Tamiami Trail

LITERARY ARTS

SARASOTA CLASSIC CAR MUSEUM
Sarasota 34243
355-6228
  

  

MUSIC
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CONCERT
CHORUS AND ORCHESTRA
P.O. Box 1213
Holmes Beach 34218
778-1880 or 778-8585
  
ARTIST SERIES OF SARASOTA
1800 Ben Franklin Drive, B-506
Sarasota 34236
388-1188
www.artistseries.net

CHARLOTTE SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA
223 Taylor St.
Punta Gorda 33950
205-5996
www.charlottesymphony.com
DIVERSITY: VOICES
OF SARASOTA
P.O. Box 2453
Sarasota 34230
957-0404
      
GLORIA MUSICAE, INC.
3684 Glen Oaks Manor Drive
Sarasota 34232
925-3183
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8437 Tuttle Ave., #333
Sarasota 34243
351-1007
POPS EXTRAS!
2680 Aspinwall St.
Sarasota 34237
362-7632
&&()  
SARASOTA CHORUS OF THE KEYS
P.O. Box 51751
Sarasota 34232-0314
312-5587
  
SARASOTA CONCERT
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 1714
Sarasota 34230
955-0040
       
SARASOTA CONCERT BAND
677 N. Washington Blvd.
Sarasota 34236
364-2263

SARASOTA OPERA
JACOBITES PIPE & DRUM BAND
926-8377
www.jacobitesband.com

921-4845
  

474-9427
  

JAZZ CLUB OF SARASOTA INC.
330 S. Pineapple Ave.
Sarasota 34236
366-1552
    

LA MUSICA INTERNATIONAL
CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
P.O. Box 5442
Sarasota 34277
366-8450, Ext. 3
      

KEY CHORALE, INC.
P.O. Box 20613
Sarasota 34276

LEMON BAY CHORD COMPANY
701 State Road 776 (Indiana Avenue)
Englewood

NEW MUSIC NEW COLLEGE
New College of Florida
5800 Bay Shore Road
Sarasota 34243
Performances at the Mildred Sainer
Pavilion and College Hall.
487-4888
   
OPERA FOR ANIMALS:
SINGING IS SAVING

SARASOTA OPERA
Sarasota Opera House
61. N. Pineapple Ave.
Sarasota 34236
366-8450
    
SARASOTA ORCHESTRA
709 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34236
953-4252; 953-3434
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SARASOTA POPS ORCHESTRA
P.O. Box 5204
Sarasota 34277
926-7677
   

CHARLOTTE PLAYERS
118 Market Circle
Port Charlotte 33949
255-1022
    

SUNCOAST CHORALE
P.O. Box 653
Englewood 34223
(888) 326-8403
   

FLORIDA STUDIO THEATRE
1241 N. Palm Ave.
Sarasota 34236
366-9000

    

SUNCOAST CONCERT BAND
12308 Lobelia Terrace
Lakewood Ranch 34202
907-0935
     

FSU/ASOLO CONSERVATORY
5555 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34243
351-8000
  

VENICE SYMPHONY
P.O. Box 1561
Venice 34284
488-1010
   

GOLDEN APPLE
DINNER THEATRE
25 N. Pineapple Ave.
Sarasota 34236
366-5454
  

PERFORMING ARTS
NEEL PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER
5840 26th St. W.
Bradenton 34207
752-5252
    
      
asp
NORTH PORT PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER
6400 West Price Blvd.
North Port 34286
(866) 406-7722 or 426-8479
  #&&%*
home.aspx
VAN WEZEL
PERFORMING ARTS HALL
777 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34236
953-3368
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THEATER
ASOLO REPERTORY THEATER
FSU Center for Performing Arts
5555 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34243
351-8000
  
BANYAN THEATER COMPANY
P.O. Box 49483
Sarasota 34230
358-5330
www.banyantheatercompany.com

ISLAND PLAYERS
10009 Gulf Drive
P.O. Box 2059
Anna Maria
778-5755
      
LEARNING THEATRE — ENCORE!
Ensemble Theater Workshop
4661 Sweetmeadow Circle
Sarasota 34238
306-3383
    
LEMON BAY PLAYHOUSE
96 W. Dearborn St.
Englewood 34223
475-6756
www.lemonbayplayhouse.com
MANATEE PLAYERS
RIVERFRONT THEATRE
102 Old Main St.
Bradenton 34205
748-0111
www.manateeplayers.com
THE PLAYERS THEATRE
838 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34236
365-2494
   
SARASOTA SENIOR THEATRE
P.O. Box 17996
Sarasota 34276
952-7159
www.sarasotaseniortheater.com
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5414 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 34217
778-6694

     

423-6460
www.northportartcenter.com
RINGLING COLLEGE
OF ART AND DESIGN
2700 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34234
351-5100
   

ARTIST SERIES OF SARASOTA
1800 Ben Franklin #B-506
Sarasota 34236
388-1188
www.artistseries.net

SELBY GALLERY AT RINGLING
COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN
2700 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34234
359-7563
     

ENGLEWOOD ART CENTER
350 S. McCall Road
Englewood 34223
474-5548
+    

ART CENTER SARASOTA
707 N. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota 34236
365-2032
    

VISUAL ARTS

ARTCENTER MANATEE
209 Ninth St. W.
Bradenton 34205
746-2862
 
  

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND ART LEAGUE

ARTISTS’ GUILD GALLERY

HERMITAGE ARTIST RETREAT
6660 Manasota Key Road
Englewood 34223
475-2098
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VILLAGE OF THE ARTS
Artists Guild of Manatee, Inc.
926 12th St. W.
Bradenton 34205
747-8056
   

NORTH PORT ART CENTER
5950 Sam Shapos Way
North Port 34287
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VENICE ART CENTER
390 S. Nokomis Ave.
Venice 34285
485-7136
   

LONGBOAT KEY CENTER
FOR THE ARTS
6860 Longboat Drive S.
Longboat Key 34228
383-2345
   $,-*%/001 
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TOWLES COURT
ARTISTS’ COLONY
1950 Adams Lane
Sarasota 34236
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WESTCOAST BLACK
THEATRE TROUPE
1012 N. Orange Ave.
Sarasota
P.O. Box 1086
Sarasota 34230
366-1505
  

5312 Holmes Blvd.
Holmes Beach 34217
778-2099
     

%ŤŤÌŤ,

ENGLEWOOD ART CENTER
VENICE THEATRE
140 W. Tampa Ave.
Venice 34285
488-1115
  

SURFACE DESIGN SARASOTA
366-6079
         2


FINE ARTS SOCIETY
OF SARASOTA
P.O. Box 1432
Sarasota 34230
330-0680
"   
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FERVOR FOR

FOOD
The Gulf Coast is home to a variety
of restaurants ready to tantalize your
tastebuds. Whether you prefer something
global — such as Vietnamese, Hawaiian,
Peruvian or something even more exotic
— or just a great burger, you’re sure
!   +#
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RETROPOLITAN
437 Burns Court, Sarasota, 362-0627
Serving dinner.

AMERICAN
ATLANTA BREAD COMPANY
6401 Manatee Ave. W. Bradenton,
792-1380.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

SAM SNEAD’S TAVERN
1830 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 906-7771
www.samsneadssarasota.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

ALTHEA’S RESTAURANT
220 W. Miami Ave., downtown Venice,
484-5187.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

SERVING SPOON
1825 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 3661277; 3550 Clark Road, Sarasota,
922-6551; 8215 Lakewood Ranch Blvd.,
Lakewood Ranch, 907-9101.
   
Serving breakfast and lunch.

BLUE DOLPHIN CAFE
470 John Ringling Blvd., St. Armands
Circle, Sarasota, 388-3566; 5370 Gulf of
Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, 383-3787
www.bluedolphincafe.com
Serving breakfast (all day) and lunch.

STATION 400
400 N. Lemon Ave., Sarasota, 906-1400
Serving breakfast and lunch.

BOGEY’S RESTAURANT
& SPORTS PUB
652 E. Venice Ave., Venice, 488-9156.
Serving lunch and dinner.

THE BREAKFAST HOUSE
1817 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, 366-6860
Serving breakfast and lunch.

BROKEN EGG RESTAURANT
6115 Exchange Way, Lakewood Ranch,
388-6898; 140 Avenida Messina, Siesta
Key, 346-2750; 4031 Clark Road,
Sarasota, 922-2868.
 
Serving breakfast (all day) and lunch.

THE NOOK SARASOTA
1435 Main St., Sarasota, 955-6000
Serving breakfast and lunch.
VILLAGE CAFE
5133 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-2822
     
Serving breakfast and lunch.

CHEEBURGER CHEEBURGER
4944 S. Tamiami Trail (in the Landings
Shopping Center) 921-5503
  
Serving lunch and dinner.

WORD OF MOUTH
711 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 365-1800;
6604 Gateway Ave., Sarasota, 925-2400.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

CLAYTON’S SIESTA GRILLE
1256 Stickney Point Road, Siesta Key,
349-2800
    
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
COFFEE CARROUSEL
1644 Main St., Sarasota, 365-2826
Serving breakfast and lunch.
COUNTRY PANCAKE HOUSE
AND RESTAURANT
8205 Nature’s Way, Lakewood Ranch,
361-1117
   
Serving breakfast (all day), lunch and
dinner.
CRUSTY’S PIZZA
3800 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
366-3100.
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
FIRST WATCH RESTAURANT
1395 Main St., 954-1395; 8383 S.
Tamiami Trail, 923-6754; 8306 Market St.,
Lakewood Ranch, 907-6657; 7118 Cortez
Road W., Bradenton, 792-6071.
"  
Serving breakfast and lunch.
HILLVIEW GRILL
1920 Hillview St., Sarasota, 952-0045
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
HOB NOB
1701 N. Washington Blvd.,
Sarasota, 955-5001
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
HONOLUANA ISLAND GRILL
222 Airport Ave. E., Venice Municipal
Airport, 483-3553
www.honoluana.com
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AMISH
GRANDMA YODER’S
5895 53rd Ave. E., Bradenton, 739-2918
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

THE OLD SALTY DOG
Serving lunch and dinner.

Serving lunch and dinner.

HORSE FEATHERS GRILL
& LOUNGE
1923 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, 955-9179
    
Serving dinner.

LOCK-N-KEY
2045 N. Beach Road, Englewood,
474-1517
     
Serving lunch and dinner.

JOE CRACKER
SPORTS GRILLE & TIKI
1020 El Jobean Road, Port Charlotte,
258-3444
  
Serving lunch and dinner.

MAIN BAR SANDWICH SHOP
1944 Main St., Sarasota, 955-8733
www.themainbar.com
Serving lunch.

J.R.’S OLD PACKINGHOUSE CAFE
987 S. Packinghouse Drive, Sarasota,
371-9358
    
Serving lunch and dinner.
J RYAN’S ON THE GRILL
8389 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
923-3200
www.jryans.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
KNICK’S TAVERN & GRILL
1818 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 955-7761
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
LEE ROY SELMON’S
ALL-AMERICAN GRILL
8253 Cooper Creek Blvd., Sarasota,
360-3287; 6510 Cortez Road, Bradenton,
798-3287
www.leeroyselmons.com

MATTISON’S CITY GRILLE
1 N. Lemon Ave., Sarasota, 330-0440
www.mattisons.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
OASIS CAFE
3542 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 957-1214
Serving breakfast and lunch.
OLD SALTY DOG
5023 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-0158;
1601 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota,
388-4311.
   
Serving lunch and dinner.

SUGAR AND SPICE
4000 Cattlemen Road, Sarasota,
342-1649
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
TROYER’S DUTCH HERITAGE
3713 Bahia Vista St., Sarasota, 955-8007
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
YODER’S AMISH RESTAURANT
3434 Bahia Vista St., Sarasota, 955-7771
www.yodersrestaurant.com
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

ASIAN/CHINESE
ASIA RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
6844 14th St. W., Bradenton, 758-9222
Serving lunch and dinner.
GOLD DYNASTY
4195 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
822-0288
Serving lunch and dinner.
GRAND CHINA BUFFET
3969 Cattlemen Road, Sarasota,
341-9868
Serving lunch and dinner.

PATRICK’S RESTAURANT
& TAVERN
1400 Main St., Sarasota, 922-1170
    
Serving lunch and dinner.

THE HO HO CHINESE
RESTAURANT
5755 S. Beneva Road, Sarasota,
923-2388
Serving lunch and dinner.

PEPPERMILL EATERY
7246 55th Ave. E., Bradenton, 758-5670
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

MRS. CHEN’S
6125 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
924-0039
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SAIJO SUSHI &
JAPANESE RESTAURANT
8126 Main St., Lakewood Ranch,
388-9506
Serving lunch and dinner.
SAKE HOUSE
1987 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, 312-6256
Serving lunch and dinner.
SHOGUN JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
1219 U.S. 41 Bypass S., Venice, 485-8746
Serving dinner.
UTAMARO JAPANESE
RESTAURANT
1900 Main St., Suite 107, Sarasota,
366-0095
Serving lunch and dinner.
VIZEN JAPANESE RESTAURANT
6559 Gateway Ave., Sarasota, 926-0830
   
Serving dinner.

ASIAN/THAI
BANGKOK RESTAURANT
4791 Swift Road, Sarasota, 922-0703
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
PACIFIC RIM
1859 Hillview St., Sarasota, 330-8071
  "   
Serving lunch and dinner.
PADTHAI
935 N. Beneva Road, Suite 401,
Sarasota, 365-7799.
Serving dinner.
SIAM ORCHID
4141 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
923-7447
Serving lunch and dinner.
TASTE OF ASIA RESTAURANT
1535 Main St., Sarasota, 365-2728
Serving dinner.

RICK’S FRENCH BISTRO
Serving lunch and dinner.
NEW CHINA BUFFET
8341 Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota,
358-3288
Serving lunch and dinner.
NEW DYNASTY
6131 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
925-0996
Serving lunch and dinner.
ORIENTAL BUFFET
4458 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota,
377-6699
Serving lunch and dinner.
PEI WEI
8511 Cooper Creek Blvd., University
Park, 359-8570.
Serving lunch and dinner.
PEKING TOKYO
5428 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, 342-9282
Serving lunch and dinner.
YUME SUSHI
1537 Main St., Sarasota, 363-0604.
Serving lunch and dinner.

ASIAN/JAPANESE
DARUMA JAPANESE
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STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI LOUNGE
5459 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, 342-6600
www.darumarestaurant.com
Serving dinner.
ICHIBAN
2724 Stickney Point Road, Sarasota,
924-1611
www.ichibansarasota.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
JO-TO JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
7971 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
351-4677; 5218 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota,
346-8366
 
Serving dinner.
KAZU’S SUSHI
AND ASIAN BISTRO
2063 Siesta Drive, Sarasota, 951-7778
Serving lunch and dinner.
KUMO JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
1740 E. Venice Ave., Venice, 488-5866
Serving lunch and dinner.
SAGA JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
8383 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
924-2800
Serving lunch and dinner.

THAILAND RESTAURANT
2238 Gulf Gate Drive, Sarasota,
927-8424
Serving lunch and dinner.
TROPICAL THAI AND SUSHI BAR
1420 Main St., Sarasota, 364-5775
Serving lunch and dinner.

ASIAN/VIETNAMESE
MISS SAIGON RESTAURANT
560 N. Washington Blvd., Sarasota,
955-4662
Serving lunch and dinner.
PHO CALI
1578 Main St., Sarasota, 955-2683
Serving lunch and dinner.

BARBECUE
GOLD RUSH BBQ
661 S. Tamiami Trail, Venice, 483-3137
  
Serving lunch and dinner.
J&J BAR-B-QUE
2620 Ninth St. W., Bradenton,
746-6683
 
Serving lunch and dinner.
MR. BONES BBQ

3007 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach,
778-6614
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
THE OAKS OPEN-PIT BAR-B-QUE
6112 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 922-7778
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
ROADSIDE RIB SHACK
2045 Bahia Vista St., Sarasota, 330-9597
Serving lunch and dinner.
WOODY’S BAR-B-Q
3142 53rd Ave. E., Bradenton, 755-1446
Serving lunch and dinner.

CONTINENTAL
BEACH BISTRO
6600 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, 778-6444
www.beachbistro.com
Serving dinner.
BIJOU CAFE
1287 First St., Sarasota, 366-8111
www.bijoucafe.net
Serving lunch and dinner.
CAFE L’EUROPE
431 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota,
388-4415
www.cafeleurope.net
Serving lunch and dinner.
CHART HOUSE RESTAURANT
201 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key,
383-5593
Serving dinner.
DEREK’S CULINARY CASUAL
514 Central Ave., Sarasota, 366-6565
    
Serving lunch and dinner.
EUPHEMIA HAYE & HAYELOFT
5540 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key,
383-3633
www.euphemiahaye.com
Serving dinner.
HARRY’S CONTINENTAL
KITCHENS
525 St. Judes Drive, Longboat Key,
383-0777
  
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner,
with a gourmet deli.
LAN FUSION RESTAURANT
1568 Main St., Sarasota, 953-7111
Serving dinner.
LAVANDA
1938 Adams Lane, Sarasota, 366-0070
     
Serving lunch and dinner.
LIBBY’S CAFE + BAR
1917 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 487-7300
www.libbyscafebar.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
LIDO BEACH GRILLE
700 Benjamin Franklin Drive, Sarasota,
388-5608
Serving Sunday brunch and dinner.
MATTISON’S FORTY-ONE
7275 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
921-3400
www.mattisons.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

MOREL
3809 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, 927-8716
www.morelrestaurant.com
Serving dinner.
MOZAIC
1377 Main St., Sarasota, 951-6272
www.mozaicsarasota.com
Serving dinner.
NICKI’S WEST 59TH
1830 59th St. W., Bradenton, 795-7065
Serving lunch and dinner.
THE PERFECT CAPER
121 E. Marion Ave., Punta Gorda,
505-9009
www.theperfectcaper.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
POLO GRILL AND BAR
10670 Boardwalk Loop, Lakewood
Ranch, 782-0899
www.pologrillandbar.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
ROESSLER’S
2033 Vamo Way (1 mile south
 +  ( 
966-5688
www.roesslersrestaurant.com
Serving dinner.
TOMMY BAHAMA’S
371 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota,
388-2888
Serving lunch and dinner.
VERNONA AT THE
RITZ-CARLTON, SARASOTA
1111 Ritz-Carlton Drive, Sarasota,
309-2008 www.ritzcarlton.com
Serving breakfast, lunch, dinner and
Sunday brunch.

DELIS

CITRUS CAFE
543 S. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota,
957-0432
   % ## 
 ;# 
COTTAGE ON THE KEY
153 Avenida Messina, Siesta Key Village
Serving dinner.
CURRY CREEK CAFE
920 S. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis, 485-6560
www.currycreekcafe.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
DEJA VU
2164 Gulf Gate Drive, Sarasota,
926-2994
www.dineatdejavu.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
EL GRECO
1592 Main St., Sarasota, 365-2234
Serving lunch and dinner.
ENJOY!
1888 Main St., Sarasota, 364-2222
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
HOWARD’S RESTAURANT
_}}$(=! *  !
473-0171
Serving lunch and dinner.

FRENCH
62 BISTROT
1962 Hillview St., Sarasota, 954-1011
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
C’EST LA VIE!
1553 Main St., Sarasota, 906-9575
Serving breakfast and lunch.
MAISON BLANCHE
2605 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key,
383-8088
www.maisonblancherestaurant.com
Serving dinner.
MIGUEL’S
6631 Midnight Pass Road, Siesta Key,
349-4024
www.miguelsrestaurant.net
Serving dinner.

ANNA’S RESTAURANT & DELI
5110 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Village,
349-7790; 6535 Midnight Pass Road,
Siesta Key, 349-4888; 126 Orange Ave.
N., Sarasota, 330-2662.

RICK’S FRENCH BISTRO
2177 Siesta Drive, Sarasota, 957-0533
Serving dinner.

CORKSCREW DELI
4982 S. Tamiami Trail, The Landings,
Sarasota, 925-3955

ROY’S HAWAIIAN FUSION
RESTAURANT
2001 Siesta Drive, Suite 100, Sarasota,
952-0109
www.roysrestaurant.com
Serving dinner.

NELLIE’S DELI,
MARKET & CATERING
_ # ; 
Sarasota, 921-4571
www.nelliesdeli.com
NOSH-A-RYE
23 Avenue of the FLowers, Longboat Key,
387-9300
TOOJAY’S
3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
W +  Southgate, 362-3692.

ECLECTIC
BLASE CAFE
5263 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-9822

:;ÌėÌŉÊėŉŤ

MICHAEL’S ON EAST
1212 Eat Ave., S., Midtown Plaza,
Sarasota, 366-0007
www.michaelsoneast.com or
www.bestfood.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

www.theblasecafe.com
Serving dinner.

HAWAIIAN

ICE CREAM/YOGURT
SMOOTHIES
BIG OLAF CREAMERY
5208 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-9392;
561 N. Washington Drive, St. Armands,
388-4108
EDY’S GRAND ICE CREAM
 +  ( 
924-6623
EVIE’S ICE CREAM PARLOR
4735 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota,
377-2399
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MICHAEL JOHN’S
1040 Carlton Arms Blvd., Bradenton,
747-8032
Serving dinner.
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SELVA GRILL
JOLLY’S
1296-A N. Palm Ave., Sarasota, 373-1269

Serving lunch and dinner.

KILWIN’S CHOCOLATES
312 John Ringling Blvd., St. Armands
Circle, 388-3200

15 SOUTH
15 S. Boulevard of Presidents, Sarasota,
388-1555
www.15southristorante.com
Serving dinner.

SCOOPDADDY’S
19-C N. Boulevard of Presidents, St.
Armands Key, 388-1650
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DAAWAT
239 S. Links Ave., Sarasota, 366-4433
Serving lunch and dinner.
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INDIAN
CHUTNEY’S ETC.
1944 Hillview St., Sarasota, 954-4444
www.chutneysetc.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
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TROPICAL SMOOTHIE CAFE
1900 Main St., Sarasota, 365-8423
www.tropicalsmoothie.com
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

GATEWAY TO INDIA
1960 Hillview St., Sarasota, 364-4777
Serving lunch and dinner.

INTERNATIONAL
BACALAO
1100 N. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, 366-0157
Serving lunch and dinner.
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CAFE GALANTE
419 St. Armands Circle, 388-2222
   
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
HEINRICH’S GERMAN GRILL
8420 Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota,
355-5453
Serving dinner.

>U>C@ M =EYi[O@Y M K@@V M Y:P

ùùöÿ [8 \uu \uÉ [uuu M ÐöÚ8Ð8ö
¥¥¥8[y>x|y=©yKyy8w

:;ÌėÌ&Ê&Ùŉ

[@YaH=@ EU^Y[X
PUS²BYH ùXÎ:P²ÿXVP
[:\8 )X:P²SUUS

LYNCHES PUB & GRUB
19-B N. Boulevard of Presidents, St.
Armands Circle, 388-5550
Serving lunch and dinner.
PALM CAFE & GRILL
1756 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota, 312-4383
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
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PARIS TO BUDAPEST
6551 Gateway Ave., Sarasota, 552-9707
Serving lunch and dinner.
THE SAVORY STREET
INTERNATIONAL CAFE & BAKERY
411 N. Orange Ave., Sarasota, 312-4027
   
Serving breakfast and lunch.
TWO CHEFS CASUAL DINING
1617 DeSoto Road, Sarasota, 355-5151

ITALIAN

AMERICANO CAFE
1409 Main St., Sarasota,
365-1026
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
ANDREA’S RISTORANTE
2085 Siesta Drive, Sarasota, 951-9200
Serving dinner.
BELLA ROMA RISTORANTE
ITALIANO
5239 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-0995
Serving dinner.
BELLAGIO RISTORANTE
322 S. Washington Blvd., Sarasota,
330-1300
Serving dinner.
BOLOGNA CAFE
5770 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
927-9262
Serving lunch and dinner.
BROADWAY BAR
1001 Cocoanut Ave., Sarasota, 953-4343
Serving lunch and dinner.
BROCCOLINI RESTAURANT
& CATERING
6525 Superior Ave., Sarsaota, 926-8525
www.broccolinisarasota.com
Serving dinner.
CAFE AMALFI
211 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 366-8480
Serving lunch and dinner.
CAFE AMICI
1371 Main St., Sarasota, 951-6896
Serving lunch and dinner.
CAFE BACI
4001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
921-4848
www.cafebaci.net
Serving lunch and dinner.
CAFE EPICURE
1298 N. Palm Ave., Sarasota, 366-5648
Serving lunch and dinner.
CAFE GABBIANO
5104 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key,
349-1423
   
Serving dinner.

COSIMO’S BRICK OVEN
 }_#  + 
Southgate, Sarasota, 363-0211
Serving lunch and dinner.
COSIMO’S TOO!
{}_#  +  
Square, Sarasota, 927-3800
Serving lunch and dinner.
DEMARCO’S ITALIAN GRILL
3131 Clark Road, Sarasota, 925-0226
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
DIVINO
1766 Main St., Sarasota, 330-9393
Serving lunch and dinner.
ETRUSCO
430 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 957-0700
Serving lunch and dinner.
FILIPPO’S PIZZERIA &
RISTORANTE
6392 N. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota,
360-8065
"   
Serving lunch and dinner.
GALILEO RISTORANTE
443 Burns Court, Sarasota, 330-2811
Serving dinner.
IL PANIFICIO
1703 Main St., Sarasota, 366-5570;
1644 Gateway Ave., Sarasota,
921-5570
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
MAIN STREET TRATTORIA
8136 Lakewood Main Street, Lakewood
Ranch, 907-1518
Serving lunch and dinner.
MAMA LEONE’S
2300 N. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis,
918-9889; 1266 Jacaranda Blvd., Venice,
496-9148
Serving lunch and dinner.
MARIE’S ITALIAN KITCHEN
5767 Beneva Road, Sarasota,
923-1000

 
Serving lunch and dinner.
MEDITERRANEO
1970 Main St., Sarasota,
365-4122
     
Serving lunch and dinner.
OH MAMMA MIA!
2324 Gulf Gate Drive, Sarasota,
706-2821
Serving lunch and dinner.
ORTYGIA
1418 13th St. W., Bradenton, 741-8646
    
Serving lunch and dinner.
PRIMO RISTORANTE
8076 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
359-3690
   
Serving dinner.
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SANTHINO’S FAMILY
615 Cross St., Punta Gorda, 833-0380
www.santhinos.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
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TREVISO
5401 Bay Shore Road (in the Visitors
Pavilion at the Ringling Museum of Art),
Sarasota, 360-7390
     
Serving lunch and dinner.
VERTORIS PIZZA HOUSE
6830 14th St. W., Bradenton, 751-0333
    
Serving dinner.
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THE FRESH MARKET
5251 University Parkway, Sarasota,
355-0417
 

GRANARY
1930 Stickney Point Road, Sarasota,
924-4754; 1279 Beneva Road, Sarasota,
365-3700
MORTON’S GOURMET MARKET
1924 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota, 955-9856
  

WHOLE FOODS MARKET
1451 S. First St., Sarasota, 955-8500
 


MEDITERRANEAN
ILIA’S RESTAURANT
625 N. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis, 480-0095
Serving lunch and dinner.
LAZY GREEK CAFE
530 U.S. 41 Bypass S., Venice,
375-1268
Serving lunch and dinner.
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THE OLIVE TREE
1454 Main St., Sarasota, 524-6698.
Serving lunch and dinner.

ACAPULCO MEXICAN
RESTAURANT
1833 Lakewood Ranch Blvd., Lakewood
Ranch, 708-3308
Serving lunch and dinner.
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SAHARA CAFE
1121 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
954-1423
Serving lunch and dinner.

MEXICAN/
TEX-MEX
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CINCO DE MAYO
1551 Main St., Sarasota, 917-0043
www.cincodemayosarasota.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

  



EDUARDO’S CANTINA
1831 Lakewood Main St., Lakewood
Ranch, 907-9449
Serving lunch and dinner.
EL PASO MEXICAN GRILL
3900 Clark Road, Sarasota,
487-8255
Serving lunch and dinner.
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CA’RINA ESPRESSO & WINE BAR
1734 Bamboo Lane, Sarasota, 955-9434
Serving dinner.

RICO’S PIZZERIA
1902 Bay Road, Sarasota, 366-8988;
5131 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
358-9958; 6547 Gateway Ave., Sarasota,
922-9604.
Serving lunch and dinner.
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CARAGIULOS
69 S. Palm Ave., Sarasota, 951-0866
  
Serving lunch and dinner.

GULF COAST WELCOME | 59

SIESTA KEY OYSTER BAR
5238 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 346-5443

Serving lunch and dinner.

SPANISH
CEVICHE
1216 First St., Sarasota, 952-1036
 
Serving dinner.
COLUMBIA
411 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota,
388-3987
www.columbiarestaurant.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
SANGRIA TAPAS BAR
1532 Main St., Sarasota, 955-8272
     
Serving lunch and dinner.

STEAKHOUSES
LAZY LOBSTER
MI PUEBLO
4436 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota,
379-2880; 530 U.S. Highway 41 Bypass
S., Venice, 486-0005; 8405 Tuttle Ave.,
Sarasota, 359-9303.
www.mipueblomexican.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
TWO SENORITAS
1355 Main St., Sarasota, 366-1618
www.twosenoritas.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

PERUVIAN
JAVIER’S RESTAURANT
AND WINE BAR
6621 Midnight Pass Road, Siesta Key,
349-1792
      
Serving dinner.
SELVA GRILL
1345 Main St., Sarasota, 362-4427
  
Serving dinner.

LYNCHES PUB & GRUB
19B N. Boulevard of Presidents, St.
Armands Circle, Sarasota, 388-5550
www.lynchespub.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

CAPTAIN EDDIE’S FAMILY
SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
107 Colonia Lane E., Nokomis,
484-4623
Serving lunch and dinner.

MACALLISTERS
8110 Main St., Lakewood Ranch,
359-2424
www.macallisters.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

CRAB & FIN
420 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota,
388-3964
 "   
Serving lunch and dinner.

THE OPEN PUB & RESTAURANT
8579 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
927-1022
www.theopenpub.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

EZRA CAFE
5629 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton,
792-0990
 " 
Serving lunch and dinner.

SPORTS PAGE BAR & GRILLE
1319 Main St., Sarasota, 365-0469
    
Serving lunch and dinner.

LAZY LOBSTER
7602 N. Lockwood Ridge Road,
Sarasota, 351-5515
c  
Serving dinner.

WHITE ELEPHANT PUB
1855 Gulf Blvd., Englewood, 475-6801
Serving lunch and dinner.

PUBS AND TAVERNS

SEAFOOD

CHA CHA COCONUTS
417 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota,
388-3300
Serving lunch and dinner.

BARNACLE BILL’S SEAFOOD
5050 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
355-7700; 1526 Main St., Sarasota,
365-6800
www.barnaclebillsseafood.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

DAIQUIRI DECK
5250 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-8697

   
Serving lunch and dinner.
FIRKIN & FOX
2505 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton,
748-7694
"  
Serving lunch and dinner.
GECKO’S GRILL & PUB
7228 55th Ave. E. (State Road 70 at I-75),
Twelve Oaks Plaza, Bradenton,
727-8988; 4310 E. State Road 64, Braden
River Plaza, Bradenton, 744-2664;
4870 S. Tamiami Trail (Landings
Shopping Center), Sarasota, 923-8896;
5585 Palmer Crossing Circle, 923-6061;
1900 Hillview St., Sarasota, 953-2929
 
Serving lunch and dinner.
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BONEFISH GRILL
7456 Cortez Road W., Bradenton,
795-8020; 3971 S.Tamiami Trail,
Sarasota, 924-9090; 8101 Cooper Creek
Blvd., Sarasota, 360-3171
" 
Serving dinner.
CAPTAIN BRIAN’S SEAFOOD
MARKET & RESTAURANT
8421 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
351-4492
www.captainbriansseafood.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
CAPTAIN CURT’S CRAB
& OYSTER BAR
1200 Old Stickney Point Road, Siesta
Key, 349-3885
Serving lunch and dinner.

LEFT COAST SEAFOOD COMPANY
750 U.S. Bypass N., Venice, 485-5064
Serving lunch and dinner.
LOBSTER POT
5157 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 349-2323
Serving lunch and dinner.
MADFISH GRILL
4059 Cattlemen Road, Sarasota,
377-3474

" 
Serving lunch and dinner.
MONK’S STEAMER BAR
6690 Superior Ave., Sarasota, 927-3388
Serving lunch (weekends) and dinner.
MOORE’S STONE CRAB
800 Broadway, Longboat Key, 383-1748
www.mooresstonecrab.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
OWEN’S FISH CAMP
516 Burns Court, Sarasota, 951-6936
Serving dinner.
SALTWATER CAFE
1071 N. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis,
488-3775
www.saltwatercafe.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

ALAMO STEAKHOUSE
6231 Lake Osprey Drive, Sarasota,
782-4422
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
ALPINE STEAKHOUSE
AND KARL EHMER’S MEATS
4520 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
921-3798
Serving lunch and dinner.
BENEDETTO’S STEAKHOUSE
& MARTINI BAR
300 W. Retta Esplanade (at the Best
Western Inn), Punta Gorda, 639-9695
 
    
house.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
FLEMING’S PRIME
STEAKHOUSE & WINE BAR
2001 Siesta Drive, Sarasota, 358-9463
  
Serving dinner.
HYDE PARK PRIME
STEAKHOUSE
35 S. Lemon Ave., Sarasota, 366-7788
     
Serving dinner.
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
4402 Cortez Road W., Bradenton,
792-1898; 4510 E. State Road 64,
Bradenton, 748-7783; 7207 S.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 924-4329;
6390 N. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota,
351-3711
 
Serving dinner.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE
6700 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
924-9442
Serving dinner.

WATERFRONT
BEACHHOUSE
200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach,
779-2222
    
Serving lunch and dinner.
BOATYARD WATERFRONT
BAR & GRILL
1500 S. Stickney Point Road, Sarasota,
921-6200
      
Serving lunch and dinner.
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Serving lunch and dinner.
MAR VISTA DOCKSIDE
RESTAURANT & PUB
760 Broadway St., (marker #39 by boat),
Longboat Key, 383-2391.

     
Serving lunch and dinner.
MARINA JACK
2 Marina Plaza, Sarasota, 365-4232

  
Serving lunch and dinner.
MATTISON’S RIVERSIDE
1200 First Ave. W., at Memorial Pier,
Bradenton, 748-8087
www.mattisons.com
Serving lunch and dinner.

THE BEACHHOUSE RESTAURANT
CASEY KEY FISH HOUSE
801 Blackburn Point Road, Osprey,
966-1901
Serving lunch and dinner.

220 Harbor Drive, Boca Grande,
964-8000
  
Serving lunch and dinner.

CROW’S NEST RESTAURANT
& TAVERN
1968 Tarpon Center Drive, Venice,
484-9551
  
Serving lunch and dinner.

GULFVIEW GRILL
2095 N. Beach Road, Englewood,
475-3500
Serving lunch and dinner.

DRY DOCK WATERFRONT GRILL
412 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key,
383-0102
      
Serving lunch and dinner.
EAGLE GRILLE AND MILLER’S
DOCKSIDE BAR AND GRILL

LAZY LOBSTER
5350 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key,
383-0440
   
Serving dinner and seasonal lunch
MANGROVE GRILL
102 Riviera Dunes Way, Palmetto,
723-2556

OPHELIA’S ON THE BAY
9105 Midnight Pass Road, (marker
#48 by boat), Sarasota, 349-2212
www.opheliasonthebay.net
Serving dinner.
PATTIGEORGE’S RESTAURANT
4120 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key,
383-5111
   
Serving dinner.
PHILLIPPI CREEK OYSTER BAR
5353 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 925-4444
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
THE PINK ELEPHANT
491 Bayou Drive, Boca Grande, 964-4540
   

Serving lunch and dinner.
RUM BAY RESTAURANT
At the Palm Island Resort, 7092 Placida
Road, Cape Haze, 697-0566 for
reservations or to arrange for the ferry.
www.palmisland.com
Serving lunch and dinner.
SANDBAR RESTAURANT
100 Spring Ave., Anna Maria, 778-0444
      
Serving lunch and dinner.
SHARKY’S ON THE PIER
1600 S. Harbor Drive, Venice, 488-1456
   
Serving lunch and dinner.
THE SUN HOUSE RESTAURANT
111 Gulf Drive, S., Bradenton Beach,
782-1122
www.thesunhouserestaurant.com
Serving dinner.
TURTLE BEACH PUB
8865 Midnight Pass Road, Siesta Key,
349-2280
Serving lunch and dinner.
TURTLES ON LITTLE
SARASOTA BAY
8875 Midnight Pass Road, Siesta Key,
346-2207
     
Serving lunch and dinner.
THE WATERFRONT RESTAURANT
111 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, 778-1515
www.thewaterfrontrestaurant.net
Serving lunch and dinner.
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